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INTRODUCTION 

t nsFPHVT SSARIONOVICH STAL IH (Dpgf- 
)~^V^) r^Trgian by nationality, was born in 

**70. in rhe town °L S^ Tiflis Province - 



I 1 1 , nj xx±. ■- ■mi-' tt^ >• — * - j 

father. jrf jJ_ea5ant origTnrt rom the uidiTLilo village, 
Tiflis Province, was a worker in the Adelkhanov 
hoot factory in Tiflis. 

In 1893, Stalin fini shed the Gori Chj archJSchoaL 
ntnHg the same year entered the lmbOrthodox^ 
Th Tolos;ical College, . The College at that time was 
, hotbed of all kinds of liberal ideas among the 
youth of Tiflis, both Narodnik-nationalist and 
Marxist-internationalist, The College swarmed 
with study circles of all kinds. In i8^tajmbcgan 
to lead a M arxist circle in theToTlege.. ,In thfijass, 
ye ar "I TS^TOted con tactjgithjaieggl^ 
TJ emocratic organisation's in Tiflis, was given illegal 
liter ature, took part jjT illegal workers' meetings 
in the Tiflis railway workshops, etc. 

In 1898, Stalin form ally joined the Tiflis bran ch 
nf'Ti^'nrriRsmn^gociggD emocratic Labo ur '-Party. 
ATThaTtIme~he conducted propagandist work in 
workers' circles in the railway and workshop 
centres of Tiflis. Injhe College, where spies were 

B 
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we ll organis ed on the look-out for " suspia 
characters/' btali n soon became suspectei 
illegal work, and expelled from the^Colie g e 
" politically undesiraBle!" " "' 

The years 1 899-1900 were spent by Stalin 
intense propaganda work in workers' circles, 
iqq o^ the Tiflis Committee of the R u ssij 
Sdcial Democratic Labour Partv was founds 



Stali n became a member of the Tiflis 
mittee and one of its prominent l eaders , 
that time the working - class" movement in Tifli 
was beginning to break through the old framj 
work of purely propagandist work, conducted wit] 
the help only of the " more prominent " of tin 
workers. Agitation among the masses on currei 
events, through leaflets, pamphlets and politic 
cJem onstratlons against Tsarism, became t] 
or3eT ot the day; Tfiere was^mioch argttnien] 
between the " old guard," supporters of the ok 
methods of purely propagandist work, and th 
" young generation," supporters of " street 
agitation, Stalin was with the ( ■ young generation. 3 
Here it is worth while mentioning in passing, th< 
prominent role played by Comrade KurnatovskyJ 
a close assistant of Lenin and the first promote] 
of Leninist ideas in Trans-Caucasia, in the intro- 
duction of new working methods for old, an< 
also in connection with the revolutionary educa^ 
tion of Comrade Stalin. 
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A wave of economic strikes throughout Tiflis 

in 1 900-1901 and the famous political demonstra- 

1 "-is in Ma y^in the centre~oTTitlis > resul ted in the 

l>rcak-up of the Tiflis Committee. The raid on 



PtaUn' s rooms in iQoi a and the lenowledgethat "a 

warrant was out for his arrest, forced him to go 

[K to hiding. _i ?'rom this time onwards btalm became 

,i professional " underground " revolutionary 

Worker, and r emained on unde rground work right 
^ — 11 °- - 

Up to the February Revolution in I9I7> working 
under various revolutionary nicknames : 
'HCnjg- ^J' Nizheradze,** u Chizhikoy," 
v^^^sSim" 



H David^ 



Ivano- 



T owards the end of 1901, Stalin moved t o 
I la turn, formed there the Batum Committee of 
Ihc KTS.D-LJ^ led the strikes in the RotJaschilcf 
itiid Mantashev workshops, and organised the 
famous political workers* demonstrations in Feb- 
niary 1902. In March 1902, St alin was arrested 
in B atum, imprisoned tli 1 *\** pr> ^ nf *OT, aT *d 
fllen e xiled for three years t o the Novaia Uda 
village, Balagansk District, Irkutsk province, 
Kastern Siberia., 

A month after arriving at his destination 
(January 1904) Stalin escaped from exile., returned 
In Tiflis, and began to work as a member of the 
Trans-Caucasian organisation then known as the 
Trans-Caucasian Unity Committee. During the 
sod 1904-1905, Stalin concentrated his whole 
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/ 

work on the relentless struggle against Menshev] 

ism. ^r 

Stalin made a systematic tour of various par 
of Trans-Caucasia (Batum, Chiatura, Kutai 
Tiflis, Baku), carrying on a ca mpaign both oral 
and in the press against the Mensheviks, Soci 
Revolutionaries, anarchists and Georgian-nation 
ists. As early as 1903, while in prison, heari 
from comrades arriving from the Second Par 
Congress of the serious differences betwee 
Bolsheviks and Mensheviks, Stalin had taken 
firm stand on the side of the Bolsheviks. On hi 
return from exile, when the struggle betwee 
Mensheviks and Bolsheviks became more violent, 
Stalin took his stand at the head of the Tram 
Caucasian Bolsheviks, took charge of the Bolsh 
vik illegal organ "Proletarian Struggle" (1905 
and took a most active part in the organisationa 
work for the Third Bolshevik Congress. Th 
" Qctober_ Man ifesto " in 1905 found Stal in i 
TTflIs~in the th ick of^tHe^truggle^Tor ""Bblsh 
vik revolutionary slogans. Stalin's pamphle 
" Briefly Concerning Party Differences," writte 
in Georgian, belongs to this period. At the en 
of 1905, Stalin went as delegate from th^J&auij 
Caucasian Bolsheviks to the All- Russian Bolshevi 
Conference in Tammerfors (Finland), where 
first came into direct contact with Lenin. 

The year 1906 saw the complete destruction 
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I lie 1905 revolution ; it was the period of elections 
to tEe~^ new " Dum a an d preparations for the 
S rockhblm Jb'arty Congress, The Bolsheviks were 
lor b oycotting the Duma, The s truggle betwe en, 
Hnlshcviks and Mensheviks flared up with renewed 
.irdour. Anarcho-syndicalist elements appeared 
mi the scene. They made most noise in Tiflis. 
Btalin worked in the very heart of the struggle 
Igainst all these anti-proletarian tendencies in 
Trans-Caucasia. The legal Bolshevik daily news- 
paper "Dro" ("Times") was issued in Tiflis 

II this period under Stalin's guidance. To this 
period also belongs a scries of substantial articles 
by Stalin in the Georgian language on " Anarchism 
and Socialism," At the Stockholm Congress (1906) 
Stalin figured as a delegate from the Bolshevik 
miction of the Tiflis organisation, and used the 
nssumed name " Ivanovich." 

With the year IQ07 'begi ns the Baku period, of 
Smi rks revolutio nar y activities. i Returning from 
[he London Party Congress, to which he had gone 
.is delegate from the Bolshevik section of the 
Tiflis organisation, Stal in left Tiflis and settled 
down in Baku, ^y here~Tie worked feverishly *ro 
tflt!y~TEe Baku organisation around the slogans 
Of the London Party Congress. Here Stalin 
directed the illegal Bolshevik 



organ 



Baku 



^_ 



Worker," organised successfully the struggle to 

1 1 rive out the Mensheviks from the workers' 
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dist ricts of Baku ( Balakhani, Bibi-Eibat, Chernyi 
Gorod, Belyi Gorod), led a big campaign for th 
conclusion of a collective agreement between th 
workers and the oil magnates, and finally secure 
a complete victory for Bolshevism in t he~7ank 
of the Baku organisation. Since then Baku ha 



been a citadel of Bolshevism, 
_I n March 1908, Stalin was arreste_d and aft- 
eight months' imprisonment exiled for thre< 
years to Solvychegodsk, Vologad province^ 

few months later he escaped and returned fr 
Baku on illegal work. 

In 1 910 Stalin was again arre sted and after 
few months in j>oal, was exile d" back to Solvyche- 

In 1911, Stalin again escaped from exile and b] 

j — •" ' ' ™ ■ ■~~i> nji i "- 1 m in 1 immiBiii m nu ll ■ "Ti i ■ , i . , . ■ , i » i 

instruction of the Central Committee settled dow] 
in Petrograd. From that moment began th< 
Petrograd period of Stalin's revolutionary activi- 
ties. But not for long was Stalin to work i 
Petrograd* Once more he was arrested am 
returned to exile in "Vologda. 

At the_ end of iqi i he again escaped and re] 
turned to Petrograd where he carried on leadin; 
work in the Petrograd illegal organisation. I: 
1912, he became a member of the Party Central 
Committee, elected in his absence at the famou; 
Prague Party Conference. Stalin toured the mosi 
important parts of Russia for the party, worke< 

6 
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■ ti preparation for the annual May-Day demonstra- 
tions, edited the " Zvyesda " during the Lena 
nike days, and took a leading part i n the work 
Of founding the " Pravda . 77 

" Tn A pril 191 2, Stalin was again arrested a nd 
iltcr a few months in gaol was exiled to Narym 
W four years. In t he suSimer of the same year 
S r talin escaped to Petrograd, th ere^t^^aL^ 
[Bin Xie nin in Cracow, took part in the weU-^nqwti^ 
iViicow Bolshevik Conference towards the end of 
km 2, and returned again to Petrograd, afrgrsjjg 
look charge of the Bolshevik section of the Social 
Democratic fraction in the Duma^and directed 
1 he publication of the Bolshevik organs : " Zvyes- 
da" and "Pravda." To this period belongs 
Malin's pamphlet: "Marxism and the National 
I hiestion." 

In the spring of 1 91 3 Stalin was again arrested 
uul alter a tew months exiled, to Turuhansk. 

The years 1 913-1916 Stalin spent in exile in 
k nrrTH HllnHT," TnmhTitiRkii 

After the 191 7 February revolution, Stalin 
1 r turned to Petrograd and participated in leading 
I'.irt' y wol-k as a member ofthe Central Committee . 
At the April All-Russian Conference of Bolsheviks, 
when two tendencies were found to exist in the 
l<;irty, Stalin strongly defended the position of 
Lenin. In May, 1917, after the Conference, a 
Political Bureau of the Central Committee was 
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formed, of which Stalin was elected a membe 
sinceTEen, and up to the present day, Stalin hi 
remained a member of the Political Bureau of tl 
Central Committee. During the preparations it 
the November insurrection, Stalm worked i n coil 
plete uni son with Lenin, During the Kornilfl 
days, "during the Democratic Conference ail 
Preliminary Parliament , during the direct organise 
tion of the insurrection in November 191 7, aii 
finally, during the fierce arguments concernin 
the organisation of a " homogeneous All-Sociald 
Government" on the day after the Revolutio 
— during all these periods of preparation for an 
consolidation of November, when the vacillatioi 
of a section of the party (Kamenev, Zinoviet 
threatened to smash the revolution, Stalin r^ 
mained the constant closest assistant and adherer 
of Lenin. During the period after the July demo n* 
/strations right up to October, w hen Lenin was i 
h iding, Stalin was actually in charge o f the centn 
or gans of the party (" Worker an3~^oldier 3 
" Proletarian," " The Worker," " The Worker 
Path," etc.). Together with J. Sverdlov, Stali 
also led the work of the semi-legal VI th Congres 
of the Party which took place at that tim 
In the November_da_ys i Stalin was elected by th 
Central Committee a member of the fi Piatedka 
(Committee of Five for the political leadership 
the insurrection) and of the cc Semierka " (C 
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inittee of Seven f or the organisational leadership 
* 1 f th e insurrection) . 

Since igi TTStalin has been a member of th e 
I Vntra l Executive Committee of Soviets, J? l rom 
fqi 7-1023 he was Peopled Com missar for 
Yitionalities, and from 1 91 9-1 922— People- s Lom- 
missar for W orkers 3 and Peasants' Inspectio n, 
Since 1922 Stalin has been one of the secretaries 



if the Central Co mmittee of the party, which 
1 1| is it ion he holds to-day. Since_ iQ2q he has been 
I membe r of the Presidium of the E ; C »C-I. 

During " the civil war^ Stalin spent most of his_ 
lime'at the " front. I n ipltt (spring and summer), 
Stalin worked on the Tsar y tsin fr ont, organising, 
mgether with Voroshilov and Minin, the defence of 
'tsary tsin from Krasnov's troops. At the end of 
1918, Stalin, together with Comrade Dzerzhinsky, 
made an inspection of the Hlrd Army front 
near Perm, making every effort to assist in stopping 
Our retreat. I n the_spring of iqiq, Stalin_^ oxk&d 
On the Petrog rad fronts organising resistance to 
1 lie ffirsf^fFensive of Yudenich on Petrograd. In 
the summer of iqiq Stalin worked on the We stern 
rronTln|S moleiiste, organis ing resistance to the 
I \ >lish attack Tlnthc winter of iftlQ Stalin w orked 
-11 the southern front against Denikin's troops, 
irinaining there until the rout of Denikin and the 
nt:cupation by our troops of Rostov and Odessa. 
I n 1920 he worked on the South-West (anti-Polish) 



7r 
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front, playing^a^direct and leading part in organ* 
ising the break through on the Folish fro nt r neai 
Zhitomir, of freeing Kiev, and of moving 01 
troops forward to the attack on Lvov. In the sam< 
year Stalin -conducted defensive operations ii 
bouth ern Ukraine afralfl'St tft6 attacks of Wram 
From 1 920-1 923 Stalin was a member of 
Revolutionary Military Council of the Republii 
He has been awarded the Order of the Red Banne] 
for his military services. 

In 1923 and 1924 Stalin led the struggle of thi 
Farty ~against th e Trots kist o; 
against the so-called u Leningrad " 
Zinoviev) op positions and ttnalJY against tin 
unitedj ^pnsif inn _^ 

time their anti -Lenimst, o-p portunisf" natun 
At TKe XlVtJx Ir^arty Congress (1925) Stalin, deve] 
oping the original ideas of Lenin, put forward thi 
slogan of " industrialisation of the country" a: 
the central task of the party. In the reconstru 
tion period the XVth Party Congress (1927) undej 
Stalin's leadership, accomplished a complete tun 
in the direction of collectivisation of agricultun 
and a strong socialist attack on capitalist elements 
in town and village. In 1928 Stalin opportunel 
mobilised the party and the working class i: 
the struggle against the Right danger (Bukharin 3 
RykoVj Tomsky), and brought about the com- 
plete defeat of the Right opposition. At ever 1 
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V 

c of the Party's fight on two fronts, Stalin 

With iron determination, firmness and extreme 
ijiiick-sightedness, has successfully defended the 
Party's Leninist policy from attempts at revision 
1 ml attacks, allowing no concession whatever 
tO revisionism and opportunism either inside the 
party or in the ranks of the Communist Interna- 
imnalj no matter in what guise they make their 
ippearance, 

Stalin has written several books and pamphlets : 
M Questions of Leninism," " On the Road to 
OttOtar**? u Concerning the Opposition," " Mar- 
1 .111 and the National Question" — in which, In 
»ii extremely clear and comprehensive manner, he 
1 -.plains the most important questions of Leninism, 
Ittd on the basis of Leninist theory puts forward 
ilu- concrete tasks of the proletarian dictatorship, 
|ftd also unmasks the opportunist petty-bourgeois 
iviture of Trotskism and the Right deviation. 

In these years since the death of Lenin, Stalin, 
I he most outstanding continuer of Lenin's work 
|Jld his most orthodox disciple, the inspirer 
(if all the principal measures taken by the party 
in its fight for the building of Socialism — has 
Becoftie the recognised leader of the Party and of 
ihu Communist International. 
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STALIN 

V 

^^TUMBERLESS telegrams are coming in fro 

all over the Union and foreign countries co 
gratulating Stalin on his fiftieth birthday* The 
is hardly a single workers* meeting of any co 
siderable size, which would not mark this even 
Party organisations of Thuringia, Hamburg, Ruh 
greet Stalin as leader of the Communist Party 
the Soviet Union and of the Comintern. Tl 
Communist Party of Germany, the best sectio 
of the Comintern after that of the Soviet Unioi 
calls for a Stalin levy* With all sorts of preeautior 
'little slips of paper are smuggled from the prison 
of Poland, Hungary, Italy, which contain expre 
sions of greeting and the warmest sympathy f< 
the mqgL|aithful pupil and fellow fighter of Leni: 
the best of the best of those forming the jjjd 
J battalion of the Bolshevist guard. Is this pe: 
haps a hero-worship that forced its way into tl 
ranks of the Communist Parties, which ha\ 
hitherto always stressed the priority of the mass 
over the individuals, however great and promine: 
the latter may be ? Is this perhaps a revision 

12 
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the Marxian conception of the role of personality 
It) history, a retrogression to the Conception of 
(he English historian Carlyle, 'tor whom the 
history of great events was merely a history of 
the "great men"? No — this is only a great 
manifestation of confidence on the part of the 
International proletariat and the proletariat of the 
II.S.S.R. in the great Leninist Party, which for 
more than twelve years remains at the head of the 
victorious proletarian dictatorship, it is the 
pressiota of devotion on the part of millions of y 
inkers of the whole" world to the idea of the 
proletarian revolution. This date was the occa- 
niun for the~storming on of the great wave of 
international solidarity between the proletarian 
masses and the working class of the ILS.S-R., 
which is building up Socialism on one-sixth of the 
riobe. Foreign workers greet, in the person of 
Italin, the proletariat of the~Soviet Union as well ■ 
AS its Leninist Party, for in Stalin are combined 
|nd perfected in a sterling fashion, without in the I 
[east detracted by any influences^all those traits 
which are inherent both in the Leninist Party and 
1 11 the proletariat of the U.S .S .R. and the revolution- 
ary vanguard of the international working class, 

i -ilin embodies all that is best in the working j 
i hiss, which is destined to transform the world: 
flajni ng enthus iasm kept in bounds by an iron 
will/ unshakeable, faith in victory based on sober 

13 
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revolutionary Marxian analysis, a proletarij 
contempt of" death on the civil war fronts, u 
courage of a Jugoslav Communist, who evj 
when tortured remains silent as a grave, tl 
circumspection "of a leader, who is conscious 
the responsibility for the great cause entrus' 
to him by his class, the w v ide_gutlook of a Mar: 
Leninist theoretician whose mind illuminai 
the future like a searchlight. Therein lies 
importance of Stalin, the importance of the fii 
years of his life 5 which were devoted to the servi 
of the working class. Much will be written 
about Stalin's life. 

^ r .J his life cannot be separated from the histo; 
of the C.P.S-U., from all the phases of its develo] 
ment and growth. The fascinating_j2ages of i 
life,_ which will serve as a t ext-bo ok to generatio: 
to come, are pages of an heroic struggle of X. 
Bolsheviks under Tsarism, pages_of long years 

v* work performed shoulder to shoulder with Lenj 
over the building up of the Party and the tirelei 
preparation of the October Revolution. They as 
pages of the secure guidance of the October tr 
rising. This life is the history of civil, war wh3 

Vhas not* .yet .been written, it represents the i] 
numerable fronts, which surrounded the proletai 
an state like the arms of an octupus, the sleq 
less nights spent over maps of military operatio: 
it is the steel, hard will-which led the regimenl 
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|i i he Red Army to victory, it is the transition to 
n Socialist upbuilding, though surrounded by 
Inimical capitalist powers. Then Lenin's death ? 
|ht deep grief of millions, the question asked by 
i In- b' efefiTFa rty : will it be equal to the hard 
1 i-.ks now that Lenin, its genius and leader was 
| me, would it be able to ascend with a sure step the 
p summits facing It 7 And again — on the fronts 
"I economic construction — the greatest exertion of 
Party, a powerful rise of enthusiasm of the 
M nrldng class as a reply to the new difficulties 
id the quiet unflinching voice of Stalin, saying : 



quiet 

LalTUi 



" We shalPovercome the obstacles, we are not 
•ii. iid of_the difficulties.'*""* 

The Communist Party of the Soviet Union 
[oil Lenin soon after the introduction of the New 
Hronomic Policy, The proletarian dictatorship, 
fter a period of revolutionary revival of the 
i] 'leers' movement in the capitalist countries in 
|hc years 1918/1919 and 1923, after the hard 
in ils of the civil war, had to take up a struggle 
for the consolidation of the workers' movement 

ler conditions of the partial and relative 

•1 .ilnlisation of capitalism which was then setting 

In, After the march of the Red Army to War- 

, the Communist movement was compelled to 

t. 1 1 cat for the time being. In view of the new 

«i nation the Communist Parties had also to take 

1 new position, the same as the Party of the 

IS 
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proletarian dictatorship in the U.S.S.R, T 
greatest dangers were threatening the C.P.S.U. an 
the Comintern. The world bourgeoisie assumed 
offensive against the working class, " NEP 
allowed it not only to attack the proletariat of t 
Soviet Union and the upbuilding of Socialism, 
also galvanised incidentally the capitalist elemen 
of the people's economy. The almost uninte 
rupted sequence of " oppositions " within 
C.P.S.U. was an expression of the sharpening cla 
struggle, of the sliding down of the weakest grou 
of the Party from the Bolshevist position un 
the pressure of alien classes. 

In this most complicated situation, not 1 
complicated than the period' of civil war, one fa 
step would destroy the whole work of Octo 
The responsibility which rested on the C.P.S. 
and its leader, Stalin, the responsibility for 
history of the October Revolution, which 
indissolubly connected with the proletarian wo 
revolution was enormous. And in that m 
difficult period, which demanded the greatest c 
sistency, cold-bloodedness, the " Bolshevist gras 
and persistency in carrying out the line set out, ti 
role of Comrade Stalin grows into that of Leni 
heir, and gains in importance. Stalin now pro 
his mettle not only as the most faithful and b 
pupil of Lenin, but also as an outstanding leac 
and theoretician of a whole epoch between t 

16, 
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ives of proletarian world revolution, the era of 
■ M ialism being built up in one country. 

Not only his closest fellow fighters, friends and 
lupils know~about it, this is known to the whole 
• l i he C.P.S.U., for Stalin's v/ay is their way, the 
pny of the working class of the Soviet Union. 
Il-'wever, we should like to dwell on that side 
.-I Stalin's activity which is less known to the broad 
nusses, namely, his leading role in the world 
Communist movement. The capitalist press of the 

bole world usually represents Stalin as a " nation- 
il figure 7 born and bred under the peculiar condi- 
tions of a peasant country which was the first to 
Ircad the path of the proletarian revolution. At 

li- same time, international Social Democracy 

Ittempts to represent the teaching of Lenin as a 

product of " Russian backwardness" with which 

i i ontrasts " civilised " European Socialism. And 

i ! the essence of Stalin's power as leader of the 
I P.S .U. and of the enormous attraction of Leninism 
jot the workers of the capitalist countries consists 
precisely in the international significance of 
Leninism. Stalin defines Leninism as Marxism of 
i lie era of capitalism and the proletarian revolu- 
tion. This concise and precise definition not only 
Contains the essence of Leninism, its position in 
the revolutionary theory and practice of the 
international working class, it also plays a decisive 
pole in explaining the role of Stalin as leader of the 

17 C 
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Comintern. Stalin for the Communist Parties 
the capitalist countries is the embodiment of t| 
enormous revolutionary experience of the C.P.S 
carried over to the field of the world Communi 
movement. The value of this experience for fl 
international proletariat consists in that, beij 
rooted in the theory of Leninism, it is not a produl 
of national peculiarities in the development of t] 
Russian revolution, that it is of value not 01 
to the countries that are similar to the Sovi 
Union in respect of their economic structure ; t| 
value of this experience consists in that the rebdj 
ous plantation workers in distant Columbia, 
proletariat of Shanghai suffering from a three-foj 
yoke, the German workers oppressed by the Youri 
Plan, as well as the mass of workers of the Sovi] 
Union, who are building Socialism, draw from 
enlightenment and assurance of victory, 
political idiots of the kind of Otto Bauer or of 
English " Left " independent Brockway, cherij 
the illusion that by venomous calumnies agai: 
the Soviet Union and the U.S.S.R., by inti 
national Social Democracy, the working class 
the capitalist countries can be poisoned, that it 
possible to prevent the penetration of the ideas 
Lenin by means of barbed wire entanglemen- 
that it is possible to persuade the European work< 
that their ways of liberation are different from th< 
of the proletariat of the Soviet Union. • 

18 
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Stalin said : " Russia was the centre of capital- 
iii contradictions. It was lying on the frontier 
1 wween the West and the East, it combined 
ivvo social regimes which are common both to the 
highly developed capitalist countries and to the 
inlonies; it was the most important pillar of 
\\ Vstern imperialism which connected finance 
Capital of the West with the colonies of the East, 
licrefore, revolution in Russia was a bridge which 
'•nnected the proletarian revolutions of the 
anced capitalist countries with the colonial 
lutions. Therefore their experience and the 
perience of the C.P.S.U.are of an all-embracing 
niirrnational importance," 

The time has nolT yet] come when~we- could 
ilate in detail how the leadership ©t comrade 
Htalin preserved a number of Communist Parties 
from grave political mistakes. The archives of the ^^/ 
i nmintern conceal the history of this work, of 
Sialin.\No important document of international 
i nificance ever left the Comintern without an 
\\ live participation of Stalin in its construction. 
Htalin* s marginal note to these documents show 
Iidw quickly and aptly he grasped the weak points 
nf this or that thesis, how he knew how to con- 
• cntrate attention on the crucial points of each 
i|ucstion, how he taught every one of us this art 
H not wandering into details but formulating \/ 
ilit* proposals in a precise and unambiguous form, 
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All this is part of that daily work which canno 
\f be fully estimated in an article. Here we desi 
only to dwell on the role of Comrade Stalin 
those decisive questions of revolutionary theor 
strategy and tactics which have become the so 
essence of the bolshevisation of the sections of t 
Communist International, 

Firstly, the national question. The C.P.S. 
knows the role Stalin played in the w r orking o 
of the national question. All the active eleme 
of the Party were learning from his articles wh 
in the pre-revolutionary days appeared in 
periodical "Prosveshchenie" ; under their in 
ence grew up the young generation of the PaE 
in the national republics. The sections of the C 
are indebted to him and to Lenin for the corr 
treatment of this question which assumed enorm 
importance after the world war 1914-1918, a 
the Versailles Peace Treaty which cut up ti 
world. Those sections of the Comintern whi 
were originally in the Second International brou 
with them most of their prejudices concerning t 
national question. There we find the classificati 
of nations into those that possess " history " a 
those which do not, of whom Marx in his 
spoke at a definite epoch which differs radical 
from the present day period of monopolistic cai 
talism. The Social Chauvinists connected with t 
national question the question of " natio 
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•Icfcnce " and " defence of the Fatherland," i.e., 

In- defence of the present day imperialist state. 

Occasionally there was a revival of the remnants 

ul a naive humanitarian cosmopolitanism, a 

"ismopolitanism which was decorated with ex- 

1 1 cmely radical petty-bourgeois phrases and 

which gave an opportunity to the ruling class 

10 deny even the existence of a national question. 

I he presentation of this question by Lenin and 

Stalin came in "Here like a breath of fresh air, 

ic moved the age-long conceptions, destroyed all 

the remnants of the ideology of the Second Inter- 

uiiional within the ranks of the sections of the 

i'omintern. The experiment of a solution of the 

■uiional question through the proletarian dictator- 

liip, which was carried out with the immediate 

participation of Stalin, became a powerful means 

I agitation in the hands of the Communist Parties, 

miong the toiling masses oppressed by imperialism 

In the nationally heterogeneous states and colonies. 

Then there is the organisation of the U.S.S.R. which 

ts created on the initiative of Stalin, and which 

I 1 model for the Communist Parties of the whole 

u -*»rld of those state inter-relations which will 

It framed among the peoples after the victory of 

|he working class. No power on earth will be 

ible to wipe out this fact from the consciousness 

"I hundreds of thousands of Communists who are 

united by the C.I. 
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THE LIFE OF STALIN 

The C.I., under the leadership of Stalin, was f ac 
by the necessity of applying the Leninist thes 
which were accepted by the Second Congress 
the Comintern, to the colonial question and t 
problems of the Chinese Revolution. The impor. 
ance of the Chinese Revolution for the coloni 
countries is enormous. It is not inferior to that 
the Russian Revolution for the centire intern 
tional proletariat. No Communist of a coloni 
country can ignore the concrete experiences of t 
Chinese proletariat and the young Communi 
Party of China. By the experiences of the grej 
achievements and mistakes of the Communi 
Party of China, generations of revolutionaries 
the colonies will learn and become bolshevisd 
Stalin played a decisive role in overcoming tj 
mistakes and in rectifying the line of the Communii 
Party of China. His speech in the Chinese Cor 
mission of the E.C. of the C.I. on November 30U 
1926, is a document that lays down the programm 
for the Communist Party of China. In this speel 
Stalin expounded with his characteristic precisio 
the questions concerning the character of t 
Chinese Revolution, concerning the role 
world imperialism, the hegemony of the Chine 
proletariat, the importance of the agrarian qua 
tion, the possibilities of the further developme 
of the Chinese bourgeois-democratic revoluti 
on Socialist lines. In this speech as early as 192 
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..inrade Stalin warned the Chinese Communists 
gainst an under-estimation of the independent role 
il the working class in the Chinese democratic 
lOurgeois revolution. He warned them against 
i'.ir of unleashing the agrarian revolution under 
Ik- pretext that this would weaken the anti- 
inperialist front. 

Stalin said : " The anti-imperialist front in 
Miina will be the more solid and powerful the 
-I nicker and more thoroughly the Chinese peasan- 
try becomes involved in the Chinese Revolution." 
He urged the Communists to work actively in 
Die army, to isolate the Kuomintang generals, 
bho attached themselves to the revolution and 
to take on themselves the leading posts in the 
uiny in order to save the Chinese Revolution 
liom the degeneration of its army, which had 
Indertaken the Northern campaign, degenerating 
into an army hostile to the interests of the workers 
.nd peasants. All these weaknesses were fully 
liistified as was proved by subsequent events. 
I he Communists of other Colonial countries where 
volutions are ripening may not ignore these 
.irnings. ^ 

The second question is the role of Comrade 4 
■ lalin in the struggle against Trotskism, especially 
wgainst the theory of permanent revolution. 

Many comrades fought against the Trotskist 
theory of permanent revolution, including also 
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Zinoviev and Bukharin. The whole Party una! 
mously pointed out that the mistake of t 
permanent revolution did not consist in perma 
encc ? which was also dealt with by Marx afl 
Lenin, but in the under-estimation of the role J 
the peasantry. But the Trotskist mistake, tlji 
under-estimation of the role of the peasantry, did 
not exclude another mistake, that of Bukharin-1 
the under-estimation of, and glossing over thr 
leading role of the proletariat in the revolution I 
opposed to the millions of peasants. WhoeV 
regarded the peasant question as the most impo 
ant question of Leninism was bound to devia 
from the Leninist path in his struggle agairB 
Trotsky. 

It suffices to make the peasant question thr 
crucial point of Leninism in order to degrade 
Leninism to a teaching of " peculiar traits ' 
the Russian revolution, to destroy its internationj 
significance, to follow the beaten track of Ot 
Bauer, and it is precisely in this way that t 
question was presented by comrade Zinoviev who 
conception of Leninism betrayed the typical feat 
of a national narrowness. Only he who consider 
the decisive feature of Leninism to be the Prol 
tarian Dictatorship could regard Leninism as I 
international teaching of the proletariat. 

Comrade Stalin said : " The basic problem 
Leninsim, its starting point is not the peasa 
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problem, but the problem of the Dictatorship of 

i lie Proletariat, the problem of its pre-requisites, 

its conquests and its upkeep. The peasant 

l'ioblem being a problem of the allies of the prole- 

| ii iat in the struggle for power, is a supplementary 

problem." 

Only through Stalin did the C.P.S.U. reach the 

Orrect presentation of the question in the struggle j 

igainst Trotsky's under-estimation of the role of / 

the peasantry in the revolution, for it subordinated 

fee peasant problem to the idea of the proletarian 

tlictatorship. Therefore this presentation of the 

piestion by Stalin of the theory of permanent 

i r volution preserved the Party and the CJ. from 

i lie vacillations of Zinoviev and Bucharin which 

were due to their false conception of the essence 

-I Leninism. How great the practical importance 

il this presentation of the question by Stalin for 

i he CJ. is proved by the whole experience of the 

druggie of the Communist Parties especially in 

countries with a big peasant population. The 

mistakes of the sections of the C.I. were either of 

i he kind made by the Bulgarian Party in June 

1923, a mistake which betrayed the influence of a 

Trotskist position in regard to the peasant ques- 

lion, or they were due to the over-estimation of the 

peasantry and approached the standpoint of 

liukharin (for instance the mistake made by 

Comrade Renaut-Jean). 
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The third question which is of great inter* 
national strategical importance is the buildiuj 
of Socialism in a single country. The firej 
the Trotskist-Zinovievist opposition was direcfl 
against that position of Stalin. In this connectiJ 
the opposition showed itself more demagogic! 
than ever in that it asserted that Stalin wl 
cultivating a theory of " national narrowness." 
The Trotskists made the standpoint of Stalin 
their target in order thereby to hit the Party, they 
hoped to confuse the foreign comrades, and 1 
undermine the confidence reposed in the leadership 
of theC.P.S.ILandof the C.I. Now that the Trots, 
ist opposition suffered such a shameful defeat, whJ 
its counter-revolutionary nature is clearly r 
vealed, when the CJP.S.U. rouses the enthusiasm 
the world proletariat by its Socialist constructio 
it would be useful to call to mind what Stalin 
said on this question. 

He wrote : " To overthrow in a single count 
the power of the bourgeoisie and to establish tfl 
power of the proletariat does not yet mean 
secure complete victory for Socialism. After t 
proletariat of the victorious country has cofl 
solidated its power, and won to its side the peasan 
try it must build up Socialist society. Does 
mean that it will reach in that way a compleJ 
victory for Socialism, does it mean that mere! 
with the forces of one country it can finally secu 
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dalism and preserve the country from inter- 
ition and consequently from restoration ? No, 
loes not. To that end the victory of the revolu- 
Min must take place at least in a number of 

■ mntries. Therefore, the development and support 
)J i lie Revolution in other countries is an essential 
i tsk of the victorious revolution. Therefore the 
-volution of a victorious country cannot consider 
' elf a strong entity but only as a stronghold, a 
Mans for the acceleration of the victory of the / 
proletariat in other countries." / 

In the furious attacks of the Trotskists against 
In- standpoint of Stalin over the question of 
locialiat construction in a single country the 
kocial Democratic nature of Trotskism expressed 
'i elf in a most distinct way. Trotskism attacked 
he position of Stalin because in common with 
mirrnational Social Democracy it doubted the 
lodalist character of the construction in the 
1 1 S.S.R., because in common with the whole of the 

■ i ile, mendacious international Menshevism it 
iqjarded the capitalist economy and the dictator- 
»liip of the bourgeoisie on a par with the economic 
construction of Socialism affected under the dic- 
i itorship of the proletariat. Trotskism, the same 
nn Social Democracy was an agency of the bour- 
■foisie in the ranks of the labour movement, a 
■Ctor in the demoralisation of the working class 
in an attempt to undermine confidence in the 
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Soviet Union and to discredit it, and consequen 
a factor in the preparation of war against t 
U.S.S.R. Therefore it is not an accident that 
standpoint of Stalin means for the C J, the embo 
ment of fighting activity, of true revolutions! 
internationalism, the mobilisation of forces for* 
attack on the capitalist elements in the U.S.S J9 
well as on the bourgeoisie in the capitalist cou 
tries. Stalin's standpoint on the question 
Socialist construction in a single country was! 
battle-cry directed in the first place to the pr<| 
tariat of the capitalist countries " Overthrow y 
own bourgeoisie and strike the path of Octot| 
which stood the test of history." Secondly; 
battle-cry directed to the proletariat of the U.S .S, 
" Consolidate the position of the Proletari 
Dictatorship, work with the greatest enthusiasm 
for the construction of Socialism and serve in thai 
way the interests of the preletarian revolution 1 
:he whole world." This standpoint of Staling 
during the period of partial and relative stabili m 
tion of capitalism, when our weak-kneed follows] 
began to vacillate and abandon the ranks of t 
G;L, became the banner under which rallied t 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union and tj 
whole of the CI. for a victorious realisation of t 
Five Year Plan, for the realisation of the grandio 
Stalin Plan of the construction of rural econo 
on the basis of collectivisation. Whoever dd 
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t see this inner indissoluble connection between 

e Five Year Plan, the reconstruction of rural 
nomy on the basis of collectivisation and the 

. Midpoint of Stalin on the question of the building 
.1 Socialism in a single country, fails to see the 
in point. He will never be able to understand 
path which the C.F.SIL has covered, during 
latter years, under the leadership of its 
i - ninist Central Committee. Many of the repent- 
mi Trotskists are still convinced that the C.P.S.U. 
| 1 1 approached their standpoint, that they 
e not wrong in everything, and that they have 

owed something to the Party, etc. The whole 

oneousness of this conception becomes obvious 
I we consider the line of policy of the C.P.S.U. 
inder the leadership of Stalin, not partially or piece- 
Beal, but as an organic whole, as a consistent 
ilmught-out system of views. 

The struggle for the theory of Socialist 

n traction in a single country gave the C.P.S.U. 
mi opportunity to reveal the bourgeois counter- 

volutionary character of the Trotskist theory 
"I complete dependence of a Socialist economy 
In the process of construction on the capitalist 

Mild economy: to show up the coincidence of 
i Lis Trotskist standpoint with the standpoint of 
tlill'crding, a coincidence which is due to an over- 

umation of the forces of capitalism and finally, 
i > dispose of the theory of the capitalist degenera- 
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THE LIFE OF STALIN 

tion of peoples' economy in the U.S.S.R., which 
alleged to proceed under the pressure of world 
capitalism and the laws determined by it. 







The struggle against Trotskism enabled Sta 
at the same time to deepen the Marxian-Leninil! 
law of uneven development of capitalism, m 
especially so during the period of imperialism, 
make this law the starting point of the Comint 
programme, a point of decisive importance 
the strategy and tactics of the Communist Pa 

The fourth question is the struggle against 
Eight deviation within the Communist Inter 
tional. Whether it concerns the nature of capita 
rationalisation at the 8th Plenum of the E.C 
or the " Third Period " at the VI World Congre 
Comrade Stalin corrects the formula of Bukhar 
which already contain seeds of the dissensi 
which led Comrade Bukharin to opposition 
questions of the Comintern. Stalin took the ini 
tive of putting on the order of the day at the 
Congress the necessity of a struggle not only agai 
the right deviation, but also against the conci 
tory tendency. He perceived earlier than any 
else (already at the end of 1927 at the 15th Pa 
Congress of the C.P.S.U.) from the chronicle of t 
daily struggle of the working class a new rise of 
revolutionary movement. The tactical reconstn 
tion of the sections of the Communist Internatio 
takes place under his guidance and with his act 
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iMrticipatiom Everywhere in all sections a new 

nlutionary generation is politically maturing, 
neration which brushes aside those elements, 
Inch did not rid themselves of the old Social- 
Pnnocratic traditions. The surge of the revolu- 
tionary wave, the re-grouping within the Commun- 
i Parties, the reliance in point of tactics placed 
the Comintern in the growth of the revolution- 
ry movement, cannot take place painlessly. It 
fttuses a number of splits of opportunist elements. 
In Germany the secession of the Brandler group, 
in Czecho-Slovakia the secession of the followers 
i I lais, in ILS.A* that of the followers of Lovestone, | 
■ Sweden — of Kilboom. This is an unavoidable 
ing process of the Comintern, a process of 
lUrging all the sections from opportunism, which 

I a millstone round the neck of the Communist 

I I ies and hampered their further development. 
Sralin said : " All these petty-bourgeois groups 
m-trate in one way or another into the party, 

jhcy bring along with them a spirit of vacillation 
ind opportunism, a spirit of disintegration and 
n. -Ttainty. To fight against imperialism and^| 
at one's back such cc allies " means to place | 
elf in the position of people who are shot at | 
11 both sides — -from the front and from behind.'**' 
( >pportunism is always dangerous, it is doubly 
gerous at times when the revolutionary move- 
- lit is on the ascendant, for at such moments — 
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as is proved by the whole experience of the int 
national workers movement and of the Cominto 
— it can reduce everything to naught, it can ru| 
the revolution by its vacillations and uncertainty 
Hence the necessity of a ruthless irreconcilabll 
struggle against opportunism. And on this fightini 
front Stalin stands in the front line. 

Fifthly, and lastly, we shall now dwell on m 
immediate participation and the decisive role 
Comrade Stalin in working out the programiji 
of the Communist International. For the fir 

ter its ten years existence after the vict 
of the proletarian revolution in U.S.S,R. S after! 
series of revolutionary movements in Cen 
Europe, after the experience of class strugg, 
during this ten years, the Comintern at last 
tained a document which contains the concentra 
experience in which the crucial questions of 
Communist movement and the fundamenl 
methods of their solution are scientifically forn 
lated. It suffices to read the programme in or 
to recognise the precision and definiteness of 
Stalin formulation, as regards the characterifl| 
tion of the epoch of monopolist capitalism, 
question of uneven development of world capit, 
ism, the question of the possibility of a victory i 
Socialism in separate countries, the question of 
Federation of the Soviet Republics which in 
course of revolution separate themselves from 



.11 






-m 






THE LIFE OF STALIN 

perialist economic system, etc. The theoretical 
ision with which Stalin has formulated the 

pi gramme of the Communist International will 
ircely enable anyone, deviating from the Marxian 

I .i'ninist standpoint, to make use of some " vague- 
,? in the wording of the programme, in order 

I smuggle his erroneous ideas into the sections 

i the Communist International. Thus, for 
tance, the Bukharin theory of "organised 
pitalism " is in flat contradiction to the treat- 
Tit of the question of the monopolies and com- 

|n-tition as set out in the programme, 
In "Pravda" of December 20th, there is an 

Iccount in one of the feuilletons of Demyan 
dny of an episode in the life of Comrade 

Jtftlin. When on Easter Sunday, 1909, the arrested \ 
ilitical prisoners ran the gauntlet of the 1st ! 

« .niipany of the Salyansk regiment, Stalin walked J 

mder the blows with his head erect, holding a 

l'U<>k in his hand. 
To-day also, after two decades, Stalia. at the 

Mad of "the proletarian movement holding the 

'inner of Leninism and of the emancipation of 

Be working class, is running the gauntlet of the 
1 nomous bourgeoisie of the whole world. 

I hiring the thirty years of his_sel f-sacrifici ng ser- 
to the working class, his devoted performance 

n! the duties of a revolutionary, Stalin never 

bent his head and his hand never wavered. 
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Whether it was a question of a theoretical def ■ 
of revolutionary Marxism and Leninism agairo 
opportunist mutiliations or of a revolutions 
struggle of the proletariat in the civil war—] 
always remained a steady_jighter, whose wor 
was equal to. Jxig deed, who in his human relation 
never indulged in milk and water sentimentalit) 
who valued above all the interests of the revolution 
ary cause. yFrom Lenin he learned to perfectffl 
/"tEe art of sharp._ /turnings in the guidance of til 
Party and of the Comintern, and he possesA 
the abilities of a revolutions strategist 9 
tactician to an extent jprobably unequalled I 
jany one. These qualities earned him the great* 



confidence of the proletarian masses, not only tf 
the Soviet Union, but also of other countricl 
These qualities are the surest guarantee of a firj 
guidance of the Comintern in the coming decisivf 
battles of the international working class. 
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III 
j STALIN AND THE PARTY 

by L. Kaganovich. 

pHE history of the political parties of the 
whole world knows no such powerful and vic- 

lious Party as ours. 

The Party has achieved great victories and * 
juccesaes; and the responsibility for this is due 
1'iimarily to its correct policy and tactics, its 
brrect system of organisation. 

Lenin created the party which, in the darkest 
duys of reaction, when it seemed that the dawn . 
IfOuld never break, when many lost their f aith J ^ 
■ the Revolution and deserted it, and certain 

iders wavered or went over to the camp of 
opportunism, carried on stubbornly, and indus- 
niously, in preparation for the victory of the 
i M'letarian revolution, 

Lenin was able to lead the party, which had 
un in the form of tiny " circles," to its present 

tsition as leader of the largest State in the 

IfOrld, This State, which is victoriously building 

ilism, serves at the same time as the centre of 

mi paction of the entire world proletariat, and a 

hi uace to the world bourgeoisie. 
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When Lenin died, many of us experienced i 
painful feeling_of uncertainty. Many thought 
how shall we finish. Lenin's work without Lenin I 
Thinking thus, comrades did not suspect thai 
actually they were sharply criticising Lenin 
himself. Lenin built our Party as a mass prole I 
tarian party, combining iron discipline, a cen 
tralised organisation, strong leaders and profo* 
sional revolutionaries with the broadest particip;i 
tion of the proletarian masses, and the recruit 
ment of more and more proletarians into ill 
Bolshevik ranks, 

Lenin trained up hundreds and thousands Q 
active party builders, from among the illegfl 
workers, who had fought shoulder to shouldn 
with him, learned from him how to build a Party, 
learned how to lead it through difficulties am' 
setbacks to victory. 

It is just this force of old professional revol 
tionaries who, backed by the masses, are ni 
continuing and completing the work begun 
Lenin. 

The Party, stricken by the death of its leader, 
began to study questions of party leadership witl> 
especial care and vigilence. The Party knew thai 
in the ranks of its leadership there were thoar 
who had wavered and fallen away from Lenin it 
the most difficult days. The Party knew thajB 
the ranks of the Party leadership was to be found 
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1 he Menshevik of yesterday, Trotsky. But the 
Party knew also that in the ranks of the Party was 
a ill to be found one of the direct disciples of 
Lenin, who during the whole period of his 32 years 
•if Bolshevik activity had never left Lenin's side, 
had always carried on a consistent Leninist policy, 
.Hid in the most difficult years, the years of reac- 
1 idii, had been one of the most forceful builders 
ni the party. This disciple of Lenin is Comrade 
Jtalin. 

Stalin belongs to that category of old professional 
i'-volutionaries which has worked from day to 
lay to build up the Party, in circumstances of 
■lifliculties and defeat, firmly and unwaveringly 
moving towards the goal, fully convinced that the 
['arty would conquer in the end. 

The role of Stalin as one of theibest organisers 
nid builders of our Party was already predeter- 
mined during the dawn of. development of our 
I 'arty, when the foundation stones were being 
laid, when the first Party circles were being 
organised. 

In the years of reaction, when certain groups 
were striving for the open liquidation of the 
Tarty, when others under ringing of Left phrases 
iwre actually working for the same object, when a 
third group arrayed in the toga of conciliators 
was trying to reconcile conflicting tendencies in 
i he party — the role of that small group of Party 
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comrades who had remained true to Lenin, an 
were rebuilding the Party inside the countr 
was truly salutary and heroic. Comrade Sta 
was then also one of the most prominent leade; 
of those hundreds and thousands of Bolsheviks, 
who unreservedly carried out the work of Lenin, 
by their daily_and persistent work. 

It is no accident that, in the years of stormy 
revival in the working class movement, when our 
party was again reinforced by a new influx of 
" Pravdists,"* the direct leader of this stor 
growth, the organiser of " Pravda/' was Comra 
Stalin* 

His most noteworthy and characteristic _f£9tu 
is just this, that during the whole course of 
party political activity, hejiever left Lenin, nev 
vacillated either to the Right or to the " Lef 
and firmly and unwaveringly carried out a co 
sistent Bolshevik policy, beginning with extreme!! 
illegal work and finishing with the entire peri 
since the workers conquered power. 

Comrade Stalin with extreme clearness ma 
incarnate in himself all the chief features "aPt 
Bolshevik Party, and as a leader remains faithf 
to the old Bolshevik traditions, to Bolshe 
theory, practice and organisation. At the ro 



* Pravdists — supporters of the Bolshevik organ " Prav< 
(Truth). 
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the correct leadership of the Party lie the 
llowing principles : — 
(1) the struggle for the consistent Marxist 

theory of proletarian revolution, 
(/) the logical policy and tactics of the class 

struggle and 

(3) organisation to achieve in practice the 

political tasks laid down, with a system 

of organisation of the proletarian Party 

appropriate to those tasks. 

Treachery in policy always begins with revision 

»l theory. The betrayal of social democracy began 

*ith the revision of the theory of Marx. Lenin, 

In a violent struggle against Menshevism and 

II visionism, defended the purity of Marxian 
ttory. Revisionism and opportunism have the 

i|u;ility of reviving in new forms and in new 
ijircies, even in the conditions of proletarian 
'luiatorship. 

During the twelve years' existence of the 
Ictarian dictatorship, opportunist tendencies 
e appeared within our Party in varying forms, 
|N " Left " and " Right " revisions of the teach- 
ings of Marx and Lenin on fundamental questions 

III the class struggle. Immediately after over- 
limning open treachery during the November 
lluys, after the November victory, we had mani- 
(fixations of a semi-anarchist deviation, under the 
||lng of " Left Communism," against those meas- 
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ures which our Party took in the cause of rd 
forcing our proletarian State and institute 
"■discipline and revolutionary order. Democrat} 
centralism, the workers' opposition, the Trotskjj 
opposition — all were efforts to " correct " tli 
theories of Marx and Lenin. The Party, und 
Lenin's leadership, successfully dealt with all tli 
attacks on revolutionary Marxism and Leninilji 
The closest, most active, most faithful assists 
of Lenin in this struggle was always™ComS 
StaliriT™ But greatest of all were the servif* 
rendered by Comrade Stalin in defending tl> 
theoretical principles of Leninism after— Leff 
death, when the oldest adversary of Lenin— Trots! 
—remaining true to Menshevism and fightilii 
against Lenin even during his lifetime, revealc 
his true self and attacked the Party on ball 
questions of theory and politics. When U 
authority of Trotsky was still fairly high, wB 
many still considered him above all criticM 
Comrade Stalin was the first openly and decisr* 
f before the whole Party, to speak of the Menshevili 
of Trotsky, and called the party to a decisive fil 
against Trotskism, against its attempts to revii 
Lenin on fundamental questions : the natui 
of our revolution, the relation of the proletary 
to the peasantry, the question of the constructs 
of the Party. This struggle took on a particula 
sharp form when Zinoviev and Kamenev, v\ 
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prided themselves on being the closest disciples and 
M workers of Lenin, tried to throw their own 
Wight into the service of Trotsky, when they 
hypocritically and pharisically, under the cover 
n! Leninism, went against the party and its 
Central Committee, and made a bloc with Trotsky, 
uho was moving over to the counter-revolution. 
In those days iron will, constancy, and most of all, 
lrrp theoretical understanding of Leninism, and 
nuifidence of being in the right, were needed to 
haggle determinedly against and finally smash 
ilirse attacks of the enemies of Leninism; and 
not only to do this, but to mobilise the masses of 
1 he people to fulfil the will of Lenin, to reinforce 
the dictatorship of the proletariat, and to build 
Socialism"" Here the greatest service of Stalin was 
ilmt he was able to give principal emphasis, as it 
Jrserved, to the question of the possibility of 
building Socialism in our country. Stalin defended 
1 his Leninist theory in the struggle against those 
l«'tty-bourgeois, Menshevik opportunists and 
uhiners who completely denied the possibility 
pi building Socialism in our country, and hid their 
denial with Left phrases about the world revohir 
non. For his consistent defence of the theory put 
forward by Lenin of the victory of the Revolution, 
|nd the building of Socialism in one country* 
Btalin was hounded from pillar to post, accused 
pf national narrowness, of forgetting the world 
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revolution, etc. But now it is clear to the wiM urinate tasks were most closely bound up with 
Party, to the huge majority of the broad millioi mobilisation of the forces of the proletariat 

of workers, that those who accused him turned -I poor peasants for struggle against the attacks 
out to be on the side of the enemies of the SovjH"' the class enemy, the kulak and Nepman,* and 
State, and not on the side of the world revolution lift overcome the difficulties which naturally arise 
while the party has achieved the greatest success! | the course of dealing with such huge historic 



in the cause of Socialist construction, the rec 
struction of the country, and' the reinforcement 
the Soviet State as the stronghold of the futu: 
world proletarian revolution. 

The growth of Socialism in our country is acco 
panied with a simultaneous growth of the difficul- 
ties arising in the mighty process of construction. 
The class struggle, continuing in new forms under 
the proletarian dictatorship, is growing sharperi 
The struggle between growing Socialism and dyinjj 
Capitalism becomes more and more determined, 
The Party is passing on from comparatively 
simple to more complicated tasks. The Party a| 
the proletariat have begun the work of teari 
out the very roots of capitalism. The end of t 
period of economic reconstruction demanded 
clearly defined programme of further development! 
And here again the magnificent service rendered 
by Comrade Stalin was that he sharply and 
opportunely raised the question of a rapid rata 
of industrialisation of the country, of Socialist 
reconstruction of agriculture, of the building oj 
collective farms and Soviet estates. These 



I s, as are at present being solved by the 

H ty. The waverings of the petty -bourgeois 

rata naturally find their expression in new 

1 1 infestations of opportunism, in new attacks 

iinst the theory and practice of Leninism. 

I lie Right deviation took shape glossing over the 
H i of the sharpening class struggle, trying 

theoretically to prove the impossibility of such a 
i|-id rate of industrialisation in our country, 
in i of the Socialist reconstruction of agriculture. 

fhe difficulties in collecting the harvest pushed 

llic Right deviators into the arms of the kulaks, 

lid not towards the construction of large-scale 

Ocialist agriculture. Here Stalin rendered the 

i at service of_ ^relentlessly and determinedly 

vcalin g? tEe pro-kulak, and anti^proletarian 

i Hire of the Right deviation; he exposed it to 

iIk: bitter end, both in theory and in practice. 

Anh his clear^uU analysis of the tasks before 
lie helped the party and the Central Committee 

* Nepman : bourgeois element allowed to trade within 
Hie framework of the New Economic Policy, introduced in 
B3I. 
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successfully to mobilise the masses for the ener 
application of the general line of the Party. 

A characteristic of our Party throughout 
history is the combination of theory and prac 
in politics. A good policy requires well-develo 
mass, energetic organisational work. The politi 
and leader must combine just these features — 
power of combining the breadth of his politi* 
thought with the corresponding breadth of organ 
sational activity, of embodying slogans in practici 
forms. These are the powers which Comrail 
Stalin possesses to the maximum degree. The | 
ganisational talents of Comrade Stalin, thoupl 
discovered long ago during his illegal work, hav 
been most particularly manifested during tli 
period since the Party took over the reins I 
Government. With the name of Stalin is link* 
up the solution of the most complicated problem 
of national policy, the organisation of nation* 
proletarian republics, the first steps towards tli' 
organisation of the Workers' and Peasaqj 
Inspection as a mass organisation, and tin 
creation of the Red Army at the front. Final! 
we have his direct organisational work in thi 
party, during the eight years of his servicej 
General Secretary of the Central Committee 
the C.P.S.U. In every new stage of our develop 
ment, Comrade Stalin has brought forward "fi 
class organisational tasks. With the advent of 

44 



THE LIFE OF STALIN 

| editions, Comrade Stalin has more than once 
Miphasised the new requirements demanded of 

[lie leadership. These tasks he has defined in the 

Mlowing way : — 

" To sit at the helm and keep watch, seeing 
nothing until some calamity overtakes us — this 
n no kind of leadership. Bolshevism does not 
interpret leadership in this way. To lead means 
io foresee; and to foresee, comrades, is not 
.ilwayTso simple. It is one thing when a dozen 
other leading comrades keep watch and notice 
defects in our work; but the working masses 
il<> not~wanTTo keep watch, or cannot do so; 
i key therefore do not notice the defects. Then 
I here is every chance that one may miss some- 
thing, faiLto see everything. It is quite another 
t King when, together with dozens of other 
leading comrades, there keep watch, hundreds 
of thousands and millions of workers ; seeing 
the shortcomings in our work, bringing to 
light our mistakes, taking up the common cause 
of Socialist construction, and pointing out the 
way to improve the position."* 
Closely connected with this are those new and 
Ilighty slogans, which over a period of several 

fears will continue to be our battle orders, issued 

* From a speech at the meeting of the Active Workers of 
|hn Moscow Organisation of the C.P.S.U., concerning the 
Work of the April Plenum of the Central Committee of the 
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by Comrade Stalin on the basis of the experience 
of the masses. Such slogans are : " the enliveniiii 
of the Soviets," " self-criticism," " improve th- 
work of the trade unions," " Socialist Competition, 1 
" the struggle for cadres," etc. The launchin 
self-criticism, the development of the work 
mass proletarian organisations, Stalin has al 
closely bound up with the condition that 
leadership of the Party be reinforced and stre 
thened. This is one of the most important princl 
pies of Leninism. The struggle against all kind' 
of disintegrating elements within the ranks of th» 
Party, against opportunist worm-rot even in i 
embryonic stage, will guarantee the future succaj 
of our Party. All these slogans stand out like t 
red light in the whole of Comrade Stalin's activitici 
Hence the violent struggle for unity in the Party. 
for purity and principledness in its ranks. Am 
if, since Lenin's death, our Party has successfully 
grappled with the most difficult tasks, we M 
obliged for this to the determined, relentlcii* 
struggle against deviations from the Leniniit 
line, waged by the Central Committee, and by 
Comrade Stalin in particular as the most prominent 
leader of the Party. To be a true Leninist J 
politics is to be true in organisation. Our Pan 
ihas never allowed factionalism in its ranks, 
»never allowed the mutual accommodation, 
a matter of principle, of mutually exclusive v" 
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(mints. It is absolutely impossible for instance, 
D deny the principles of Trotskism, and yet to 
Hake an accommodation with those principles 
■misationally within the Party leadership. This 
-mid be no Leninist policy, but a petty-bour- 
ois policy. Leninism demands monolithic unity, 
tsed on the most stringent and relentless eradica- 
n of all petty-bourgeois tendencies in the ranks 
! 1 lie proletarian Party. Such Party unity we have 
1 present ; and for this, in a considerable degree, 
I he Party has to thank the correct, skilful, Leninist 
I'lership of Comrade Stalin, who so well Con- 
ines the work of Lenin. That is why the Party, 
with it the whole working class, greets Comrade 
llin as their recognised leader. 
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IV 
STALIN AND THE RED ARMY 

by K. Voroshilov. 

'HE peaceful construction period of ourhistor) 
is fraught withevents of vast significance 
During recent years not rivers, but whole oceani, 
have flowed by* Enormous changes have tal> 
place around us ; entirely new prospects j 
before us, and recognised scales and dimension* 
have completely changed. With all these evenii 
are indissolubly connected the many-sided revo 
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tionary activities of Comrade Stalin. During 
last five or six years, Comrade Stalin has stofll 
at the very focus of increasing and turbulent 
struggle. Only these circumstances can fully a 
plain the fact that the significance of Comradi 
Stalin, as one of the most prominent organiser' 
of our final victory in the Civil War, has to | 
certain extent been overshadowed, and is still 
underestimated. 

To-day, on the fiftieth birthday of our friend, 
I want, as far as I am able, to fill up this gap. 

Naturally, in a short article, I cannot pretend 
to be giving a full characteris^tioa of the military 
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ink of Comrade Stalin, I want just to try to 
ir fresh in comrades' minds, certain facts out of 
\\\c most-distant past, to publish certain little- t • 
I'liown documents, in order by simple facts, to 

how the truly exceptional role played by Comrade 

i.ilin at the most tense moments of the civil war. 

During the 191 8-1 920 period, Comrade Stalin 

n. .is probably the only person whom the Central 

luinmittee despatched from one fighting front to 

mother, choosing always those places most fraught 

ilk danger for the revolution. Where it was 

■ unparatively quiet, and everything going 
•moothly, where we had successes, Stalin was 
Rol to be found. But where for various reasons 
be Red Army was cracking up, where the counter- 

volutionary forces through their successes were 
nacing the very existence of the Soviet Govern- 
nt, where confusion and panic might any moment 
1 velop into helplessness, catastrophe, there 

i.ilin made his appearance. He took no sleep at 
light, he organised, he took, the leadership into 
1| own strong hands, he relentlessly broke 
■rough difficulties, and turned the corner, * 

ivcd the situation, Stalin himself wrote about 
It in one of his letters to the Central Committee 
|n 1919, saying that "he was being transformed % 
Bto a specialist for cleaning out the stables of \ 
the war department, 
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TSARITSYN 

Comrade Stalin began his military work on 
Tsaritsyn front more or less by chance. In 
beginning of June, 1918, Comrade Stalin wit 
detachment of Red soldiers and two armou 
cars, set out for Tsaritsyn as controller of foi 
supplies for South Russia, In Tsaritsyn he 
met with inconceivable chaos, and not only in thl 
Soviets, trade unions and Party organisation 
there was even more muddle and confusion in il 
organs of military command. Comrade Stall* 
at every step came across obstacles of a gem 1 
nature, which prevented him from fulfilling tlw 
task for which he was directly responsible. Then 
obstacles were due, first and foremost, to the rapid 
development of the Cossack counter-revolui 
which was in those days receiving abundant as i 
ance from the German troops in occupation in \l 
Ukraine. The Cossack counter-revolution ;m 
bands soon seized several points near Tsariti 
and thus not only defeated the plans for thl 
collection of grain for the starving populations. 01 
Moscow and Leningrad, but also created a serioi 
menace to Tsaritsyn itself. 

The position was no better in other places ll 
that time. In Moscow there was a rebellion ( 
the Left Social Revolutionaries ; Muraviev ha 
betrayed us in the East ; in the Urals, the Czecli- 

50 



Movak counter-revolution was increasing ; in the 
■r South the British were approaching Baku. 
iv il war was raging in a fiery circle. The revolu- 
|on was being put to its greatest test. Telegram 
liter telegram flew from Comrade Stalin in Tsarit- 
\n to Lenin, and back. Lenin warned him of the 
lingers, expressed approval, demanded that 

i< rmined measures be taken. The position in 
I ..iritsyn became one of tremendous significance. 
iVith the rebellion on the Don and the loss of 
I'saritsyn, we risked losing the whole of the rich 
1, 1 in-producing districts of North Caucasus, 
Ind Comrade Stalin understood this only too well. 
As an experienced revolutionary, he soon came 

1 the conviction that his work would have some 
[leaning only if he could influence the military 
ninmanders, whose role in the circumstances of the 
moment was decisive. 

" The line to the south of Tsaritsyn is not yet 
CStored," he wrote to Lenin in a note dated July 
1 h, sent with the characteristic inscription : 

Hurrying to the front, can only write on busi- 



ness 
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" I am driving and bullying all who require 
it. Hope soon to restore the position ! You can 
rest assured that we shall spare nobody, ourselves 
or otherSj and the grain will be obtained. If only 
our military c specialists ? (Cobblers !) would not 
sleep and idle, the line would not have been 
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broken ; and if we restore the line, it will not I 

thanks to the officers, but in spite of them/ 

And later, answering the anxiety of Lenin a 
the possibility of a rising of Left Social Rev 
aries in Tsaritysn, he wrote briefly and to 
point : — - 

" As for the hysterical ones, rest assured, 

hand will not falter, we shall deal as-ene 

with our enemies." 

As he became closer and closer in touch with 
military apparatus, Comrade Stalin became coll 
vinced of its absolute helplessness, and in ceri. 
sections of its direct unwillingness to organise i 
tance to the evenmoxeinsolent counter-revolutioi 

By July nth, 191 8, Stalin found it necessar) 
to telegraph to Lenin :— 

u Everything is complicated by the fact thdj 

the Headquarters Staff of the North-CaucasUI 
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I omrade Stalin did not limit himself to this 
mshing description ; in the same note he himself 
Mvvs the organisational conclusions : — 

" I consider I have no right merely to observe 
tliis with indifference, when Kalnin's front 
(ICalnin was the commander at that time of the 
North Caucasus), is cut off from supplies, and the 
North cut off from the grain district. I intend 
altering this and many other shortcomings in 
1 lie localities ; I shall take measures, even to the 
dismissal of those officials and commanders 
who are ruining the cause, despite the formal 
difficulties which, where necessary, I shall break 
through. Of course, I shall take full responsi- 
bility before all higher institutions. " 
The position became more and more strained, 
I'unrade Stalin exercised enormous energy, and 
the shortest possible time developed out of 



Command has proved to be absolutely inca** inordinary plenipotentiary for food supplies, 

able of fighting against the counter-revolutiol „ the actual leader of all the Red forces in the 

It is not only that our ' specialists' are psychoid ,,-itsyn front. This state of affairs was recog- 

gically incapable of striking a decisive blM| MC d in Moscow, and Comrade Stalin was given the 

against the counter-revolution, but also thl,, r k of " restoring order, amalgamating detach- 

they, as i Staff ? workers, are capable only & rn ts into regular army units, appointing the 

' drafting plans ' and elaborating schemes | |ope r authorities, and driving out all the un- 

reorganisation, but are entirely indifferent I iplined."* 

military operations . . .and generally speakin 

behave as though they were outsiders, guests. TM 1 ' rom the telegram of the Revolutionary Military Council 
. T - . 11 m - 1 V ,he Republic countersigned: "This telegram is des 

military commissars could not fill up the gap/'jfyrhed by agreement with Lenin." 
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By this time the remnants of the Ukrainian 
revolutionary armies, which had retreated befon 
the attacks of the German troops across the Doi) 
steppes, had arrived in Tsaritysn. 

Comrade Stalin headed the newly created 
Revolutionary Military Council which began it» 
work of organising a regular army. The turbulent 
nature of Comrade Stalin, his energy and will 
power, did that which yesterday had seemed 
impossible. In the shortest possible time division*, 
brigades, regiments were created. The stal 
organs of supply and the whole rear was radically 
cleansed of counter-revolutionary and alien 
elements. The Soviet and Party apparatus w;i 
improved, and their work tightened up. A groU|' 
of old Bolsheviks and revolutionary workci- 
rallied round Comrade Stalin, and in the plaw 
of the helpless Staff, a Red Bolshevik citadel grew 
up in the South, at the very gates of the Don 
counter-revolution. 

Tsaritsyn at that time was full of counter 
revolutionaries of all kinds, from Right Social 
Revolutionaries and terrorists to double-barrelled 
monarchists. All these gentlemen, before til 
arrival of Comrade Stalin and the revolutionary 
units from the Ukraine, had felt almost free, ami 
lived in the hope of better days. To ensure t| 
■ganisation of the Red forces on the front, i 



reori 



was necessary to sweep out the rear with an i] 
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entless broom. The revolutionary Military 
uncil, headed by Comrade Stalin, created a 
i'cial Cheka,* and entrusted it with the 
Ly of cleansing Tsaritsyn from counter-revolu- 



n>Il, 



The evidence of an enemy is sometimes valu- 
(ble and interesting. This is how Colonel Nosovich 
former Chief of the Operations Department of 
lie army) who later betrayed us and went over to 
krasnov, describes this period and the role of 
Italin, in a White Guard magazine — a The 
Hon Wave"— of- February 3rd, 1919 : — 

" The chief work given to Stalin was the 
organisation of food supplies to the northern 
provinces, and he was possessed of unlimited 
powers for the carrying out of his task . . . The 
Griazi-Tsaritysn line was cut for good. In the 
North there remained one possibility of getting 
supplies and maintaining connections : through 
the Volga. In the South, after the occupation 
of Tikhoretskaya by White Volunteers, the 
position became exceedingly precarious. As 
for Stalin, who drew his supplies exclusively from 
the Stavropol province, this state of affairs 
threatened an end to his mission in the South. 
But it was obviously not in the nature of such a 

* Cheka — Extraordinary Committee, used for dealing 
wllli counter-revolutionary elements during the revolution 
mid civil war. 
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person as Stalin to leave unfinished work once 
begun. We must be fair to him, and admit tlwi 
any of the old administrators have good cauA* 
to envy his energy; and it would be well fo 
many others to learn from his capacity to ada|>l 
himself to his work, and the local circumstance!. 
Gradually, as his work became less, or rathoi, 
as his direct tasks became smaller, Stalin began 
to examine the work of all the administrative 
departments of the town, and the task of organiti 
ing the defence of Tsaritsyn in particular, and tin 
whole of the Caucasian, so-called revolutionary, 
front in general. " 

Further, describing the position in Tsaritsyn, 
Nosovich writes : — 

" By this time the atmosphere had becoitiP 
heavy at Tsaritsyn. The Tsaritsyn Cheka wM 
working at full speed. Not a day passed withoul 
plots being discovered in what had seemed Ci 
be the most reliable and secret places. All thl 
prisons of the town were full . . . 

'The fighting at the front had reached it 
culminating point . . . 

" After July 20th, the chief moving spirit 
and executor was Stalin. A simple conversation 
on the direct line with the centre, concerninu 
the difficulties and unsuitability for work of thl 
existing form of administration, brought 
command along the main wire from Moscow, thai 
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Stalin was to take charge of the whole of the 
military . . . and civil administration . • ." 
But Nosovich himself admits later that these 
l»ressive measures were well founded. This is 
int he writes of the counter-revolutionary 
>;anisations in Tsaritsyn : — 

" By this time the local counter-revolutionary 
organisations also, who adopted the Constituent 
Assembly as their motto, had become consider- 
ably strengthened and, having obtained money 
Irom Moscow, were preparing an insurrection to 
help the Don Cossacks to free Tsaritsyn. 

" Unfortunately, the leaders of this organisa- 
lion who had arrived from Moscow, Engineer 
Alexeyev and his two sons, were not well 
acquainted with the existing state of affairs and, 
as a result of a badly arranged plan, which 
included bringing into the ranks of the active 
participators a Serbian battalion, which had 
lately served the Bolsheviks in the Extraordin- 
ary Committee, the organisation of this plot 
was discovered . . . 

" Stalin's resolution was short : ' To be 
shot ' ! " 

" Engineer Alexeyev, his two sons, and a 
considerable number of officers with them, some 
of whom had been members of the organisation 
while others were suspected of participation in it, 
were seized by the Cheka and shot without trial." 
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Regarding the raid and the work of cleansing t 
rear (North Caucasian Command HeadquarU 
and its administrative offices) from White Gua 
Nosovich writes further : — 

" A characteristic peculiarity of this dri 
was the attitude of Stalin to instructions wired 
from the centre. When Trotsky, worried becau 
of the destruction of the command administi 
tions formed by him, with such difficulty, sent 
a telegram concerning the necessity of leavini 
the staff, and the war commissariat on id 
previous footing and giving them a chance t 
work, Stalin wrote a categorical^ most significa 
^/inscription on the telegram : 6 To be ignored [ 
"No attention was paid therefore to tin 
telegram, and the entire artillery and a sectiol 
of the staff personnel continued to wait on 
barges at Tsaritsyn." 

The whole face of Tsaritsyn was very shonl 
quite unrecognisable. The town, where so recently 
military bands played in the public gardens, 
where the streets had been crowded with tli< 
bourgeoisie and White officers who had floated 
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I file, began to feel that a strong revolutionary 

d was leading them, which would carry on the 
i niggle in the interests of the workers and 
peasants, mercilessly punishing all those who 
tood in the way of that struggle. 

The leadership of Comrade Stalin was not 
limited to work in his study. When the necessary 
irder had been restored, when revolutionary 
, K anisations had been put into order, he set 
ni for the front, which then_stretched over 6co 
ilometres. And only Stalin, with his magnificent 
ir^anisational capacities was abl&, having had 
in previous military training (Comrade Stalin had 
,.,'ver served in any army !) so well to understand 
pecial military questions in the then extremely 
lillicult circumstances. 

I remember, as though it were to-day, the 
icginning of August 1918. The Krasnov Cossacks 
•ere attacking Tsaritsyn, trying with one con- 
titrated drive to throw back the Red Army units 
10 the Volga. For many days the Red troops, head- 
,1 by the Communist division composed entirely 
of workers from the Donetz Basin, withstood the 
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in, now became a Red military camp, where tho ,-\tremely powerful attacks of the excellently 

strictest order and military discipline reigned over organised Cossack units. These were days of great 

all. This reinforcement of the rear immediately . t |i a l. You should.have seen ComradeStalin at that 

produced the desired effect upon the morale of our ij me . Calm as usual, deep in thought, he literally 

regiments fighting at the front. The commander- | l;lC [ no sleep for days on end, distributing his ^y 

and political staff, and the entire Red Army rank intensive work between the fighting positions and 
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the Army Headquarters. The position at I 
front became almost catastrophic. The Krasn 
troops, commanded by Fitzhalaurov, Mamont 
and others, by a well-planned manoeuvre, w 
pressing our exhausted troops, who had alrea 
suffered great losses. The enemy front, form 
into a horsehoe, with its flanks resting on the 
Volga, pressed closer every day. Wejiad no wa 
out. But Stalin cared nothing for this* He wftl 
inspired with one single thought— victory 
smash up the enemy whatever happened. An 
this indomitable will of Stalin was passed on t£ 
his closest colleagues, and despite the almost hope- 
less position, nobody doubted in our ultimate 
victory. 

We were victorious. The enemy was beaten 
and thrown far back in the direction of the Don. 
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Perm 

At the end of 1918 a disastrous situation aros 
on the Eastern front, and particularly on the se 
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)ivision stood out for five days literally without a 

[cce of bread), in 35 deg. of frost, with no roads, 

ng a huge drawn-out front (more than 400 kilo- 

Ctres), with a poor staff, the army was not in a 

ndition to stand out against the excellent forces 

>l the enemy. 

To get the full, disconsolate picture, one must 

1.1 the mass desertions of the " old " officers, and 

|he surrender of whole regiments, as a result of the 

Lor class selection of reinforcements and the 

I (utility of the Army Command. The 3rd Army, 

111 such circumstances, broke to pieces entirely, 

Lctreated in disorder over a distance of 300 kilo- 

fcictres in twenty days, and lost on the way eighteen 

I thousand soldiers, dozens of guns, hundreds of 

machines-guns, etc. The enemy began to advance 

lupidly, seriously menacing Viatka and the entire 

I Li st era front. 

The Central Committee was compelled, as a 
Jirsult of these events, to consider the causes of 
these catastrophes and bring the 3rd Army into 
fcrder again. Whom to send to fulfil this difficult 



tor of the 3rd Army, which had been compelled h k ? Lenin telegraphed to the President of 



to surrender Perm. This army, surrounded by the 
enemy in a semi-circle, was finally demoralised 
towards the end of November. As a result of six 
months continuous fighting, in the absence of any 
reliable reinforcements, with a weak rear, the 
food supply in a hopeless condition (the 29th 
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ie Revolutionary Military Council of the Re- 

nblics : — 

" There are several party despatches from 
Perm concerning the catastrophic condition of 
the army and drunkenness. I propose sending 
Stalin — am afraid Smilga would not be firm 
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enough in his attitude towards . . * who also, 
is said, drinks and cannot restore order." 
The Central Committee took its decision : — 

u To appoint a Party Investigation Coin 
mission, composed of members of the Cenli 
Committee Dzerzhinsky and Stalin, to minuti 
investigate the causes of the surrender of Pen 
the recent defeats on the Ural front, and also 
circumstances connected with the incident 
indicated. The Central Committee instructs 1 1 
Commission to take all necessary measures 1( 
the speedy restoration both of the Party 
Soviet work in the whole region of the 3rd j 
2nd armies. "* 

This decision apparently limited the functions i- 
Comrade Stalin and Dzerzhinsky to an " investigl 
tion of the causes of the surrender of Perm and tl 
recent defeats on the Urals front." But Comrad» 
Stalin made the centre of his " Party investigl 
tion " work the taking of actual measures \ 
restore the position, to reinforce the front, ifo 
In his first telegram to Lenin, of January 5tl 
1919, concerning the results of the work of tht 
Commission, Stalin said nothing about the " cauw 
of the catastrophe," but raises the question on 1 1 
spot of what must be done to save the army. Thli 
was his telegram :— 

* Telegram of Sverdlov, No, 00079. 
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" To the President of the Council of Defence, 
Comrade Lenin. 

" The investigation has begun. How the 
investigation goes on we shall inform you from 
lime to time. For the time being we consider 
it necessary to inform you of one requirement of 
the 3rd army which brooks no delay. The point 
is that out of 30,000 previously in the army, 
there remain only about 11,000 tired, exhausted 
men, who can scarcely hold out against the 
attacks of the enemy. The units sent by the 
Commander-in-Chief are not reliable, some are 
even hostile to us, and need seriously combing 
out. To save the remnants of the 3rd army and 
avert the rapid advance of the enemy towards 
Viatka (according to reports received from the 
commanders at the front and the 3rd army, this 
is a very real danger) it is absolutely necessary to 
send immediately from Russia at the disposal of 
the Army Commander at least three absolutely 
reliable regiments. We urgently request you to 
bring pressure to bear in this direction on the 
military institutions concerned. We repeat : 
without such measures the fate of Perm awaits 
Viatka ; this is the general opinion of the com- 
rades on the spot, which we share on the basis 
of all the information at our disposal.— (sgd.) 
Stalin, Dzerzhinsky, 5th January, 1919, Viatka." 
It was not until January 13th, 191 9, that Com- 
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rades Stalin and Dzerzhinsky sent their short pr* 
liminary report on the "causes of the catastrophe 
which amounted in short to the following : wean 
ness and exhaustion of the army at the moment 
the enemy attack, absence of reserves, abseno 
connections between the staff and the army, t! 
disorganised methods of the Army Commander, 1 1 
outrageous and criminal methods of controllih 
the front employed by the Revolutionary Milii.n 
Council of the Republic, which actually paralyse 
the front with its contradictory instructions, 
which deprived it of every possibility of coming |t 
the speedy assistance of the 3rd army, the m 
reliability of reinforcements from the rear, which 
explained by old methods of formation, and tl 
absolute instability of the rear, consequent upoi 
the complete helplessness and incapacity of thl 
Soviet and Party organisations. 

Simultaneously Comrade Stalin indicated, 
put into immediate practice with his usual spei 
and determination, several practical measures hi 
raise the fighting capacity of the 3rd army. 

" By January 15th, we read in his report to 1 1 
Council of Defence, 1,200 reliable infantry an 
cavalrymen have been sent to the front ; a dfl) 
later, two squadrons of cavalry. January 201 1. 
the 62nd regiment, 3rd brigade (after being can 
fully combed out). These reinforcements mail' 
it possible to stop the advance of the enem 
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roused the spirits of the 3rd army and opened up 
the way for an attack on Perm, which up to now 
lias been successful. In the rear of the army a 
Berious cleansing of the Soviet and Party institu- 

I lions is taking place. In Viatka and other pro- 

I vincial towns revolutionary committees have 
been organised. The formation of strong revolu- 

1 lionary organisations has been begun in the 
villages and still continues. The entire party 

I ;ind Soviet work is being reorganised on a new 
basis. The military control department has been 
cleansed and reorganised. The provincial Extra- 
ordinary Commission has also been cleansed and 
reinforced by new Party workers. The un- 
loading at the Viatka Junction is proceeding, 
etc. . . ." 

As a result of these measures, not only was the 
■irther advance of the enemy stopped, but in 
.inuary, 1919, the Eastern front took the offensive 
nd on our right flank Uralsk was taken. 
This is how Comrade Stalin understood and 
irried out his task of " investigating the causes of 
lie catastrophe." He investigated, he discovered 
lie causes, and there on the spot, with the forces 
I his disposal, made an end of the trouble 
md brought about the necessary change of 
icart. 
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Petrogad 

/ In the spring of 1919 the White Army 1 
/ General Yudenich, in accordance with the task* 
/ him by Koltchak of " taking Petrograd " .1 
I drawing away the revolutionary troops from til 
y Eastern front, began an unexpected attack, wll 
the help of White Esthonians, White Finns and 1 1 
British, and became a real menace to Petro; 
The seriousness of the situation was the mo 
marked by the fact that in Petrograd itselfjzaun 1 1 
revolutionary_plots were discovered, the len<l 
of which wete-military specialists serving in 1 
staff of the Western Front, in the 7th army and 1 1 
Kronstadt naval base. Parallel with the atta 
of Yudenich on Petrograd, Bulak-Balahovich v 
gaining several successes in the direction of Ps 
Treachery began on the front. Several of ... 
regiments went over to the enemy: the.whol 
garrison of " Red Hill " fort and " Grey Hon 1 
fort openly came out against the Soviet Goa 
ment.. The whole 7th Army lost its head, the f n i| 
wavered, the enemy had advanced almost < 
Petrograd. It was necessary to save the situai 1 
immediately. 

The Central Committee again chose Comrade- 
Stalin for this work. In the course of three wee] 
Comrade Stalin succeeded in stemming the tidi 
The low spirits and confusion of the army unil 
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was quickly liquidated; the staffs were pulled 
mgether, mobilisations of the Petrograd workers 
t md Communists took place one after another, the 
enemies and traitors were mercilessly annihilated. 
Comrade Stalin interfered in the operations of the 
military command. This is what he telegraphed to 
Lenin : — 

" On the heels of ' Red Hill ' we have liqui- 
dated ' Grey Horse ' ; their big guns are in 
complete working order ; there is taking place 
a rapid (illegible) of all forts and strongholds. 
The naval specialists assured us that the capture 
of ■ Red Hill ' from the sea would overthrow all 
naval science. There is nothing left for me but 
mourn the loss of this so-called science. The 
speedy capture of the ' Hill ' was the result of 
the most brutal interference on my part, and 
of civilians generally, in the operations, includ- 
ing the cancelling of orders on land and sea, and 
giving our own instructions, I consider it my 
duty to declare that I shall continue to act in 
this way, despite all my reverence for science. 
—Stalin/' 

Six days later Comrade Stalin reported to 
Lenin : — 

" The turning-point in our units has arrived. 
For a week there has been no single case of 
individual or group desertion. The deserters 
are returning in thousands. There are more 
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frequent desertions from the enemy to o 
camp. In a week 400 men have deserted to u 
the majority with their weapons. We began the 
attack yesterday afternoon. Although thfl 
promised reinforcements have not yet arrived, 
it was impossible for us to remain on the line 
we occupied — it was too close to Petrogratl 
The attack so far is successful ; the Whites arc 
running ; to-day we took the line Kernovo- 
Voronino-Slepino-Kaskovo. We have taken 
prisoners, two or more guns, automatics, cartrid* 
ges. The enemy ships have not appeared, they 
apparently fear the ' Red Hill ' which is now 
entirely ours. Urgently send the two million 
cartridges for the 6th division." 
These two telegrams give a full picture of the 
huge creative work done by Comrade Stalin in 
liquidating the most perilous situation befoi. 
Red Petrograd. 

The Southern Front 

The autumn of 1919 is remembered by all. Thr 
decisive turning point in the whole civil war wan 
about to take place. Supplied by the "Allies," 
supported by their staffs, the White troops 
Denikin advanced on Orel. The entire huge 
southern front, slowly, step by step, was fallim 
back. The inner situation was no less difficult, 
The food supply difficulties had become extrenn 
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Industry was coming to a standstill for lack of 
fuel. Inside the country, and even in Moscow, 
counter-revolutionary elements were stirring. 
Danger threatened Tula, danger hung over 

Moscow. 

The situation had to be saved. And to the 
Southern front, once again, the Central Committee 
Hcnt Comrade Stalin as a member of the Revolu- 
tionary Military Council. There is no need now to 
hide the fact that prior to his appointment, 
Stalin put three important conditions to the 
Central Committee : — 

1. That Trotsky should not interfere in the 

affairs of the Southern front, and should 
not cross its boundary line* 

2. That a number of workers, whom Comrade 

Stalin considered unsuitable for the work 
of restoring the position among the troops, 
were to be immediately withdrawn, and 

3. That new workers, to be chosen by Comrade 

Stalin, should be immediately despatched 

to the Southern front, who would be capable 

of fulfilling the task. 

These conditions were accepted in their entirety- 

But, in order to cover this huge expanse (from 

Volga to the Polish-Ukrainian frontier), calling 

itself the Southern front, composed of several 

hundred thousand troops, an accurate plan of 

operations was necessary, a clearly formulated 
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objective for the front had to be drawn up. Then 
this objective could be presented to the troopl 
and, by re-groupings and concentrating the beat 
forces in the most important places, it would bo 
possible to deliver a blow at the enemy. 

Comrade Stalin found a very indefinite and 
difficult state of affairs at the front. We wen 
being beaten on the main line of Kursk-Onl 
Tula pThe-'gg gr ern flank was helplessly marking 
time. As for the plan of operations he was offered 
the old (September) plan of making the principal 
attack on the left flank, between Tsaritsyn and 
Novorossisk, across the Don steppes. 

"The main plan of attack of the Southern 
front remains unchanged ; namely, the main blow 
will be delivered by the special group of Shorin, 
with the object of annihilating the enemy on tho 
Don and in Kuban."* 

Having acquainted himself with the position 
Comrade Stalin immediately took his decision 
He categorically rejected the old plan, drew up 
new suggestions and proposed them to Lenin in the 
following note, which speaks for itself. The note 
itself is of such interest, so clearly shows the strate- 
gic talents of Comrade Stalin, is so characteristic 
in its decisive method of dealing with questions, 
that we consider it valuable to quote it in full :— 

* From instructions of the Commander-in-Chief, Septcm 
ber, 1919. 
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" Two months ago the Commander-in-Chief 
made no objection in principle to a drive from 
the west to the east, through the Donetz Basin, 

_. - - - *— 1 111 . 11 WMW.MW ^T ^^ 

as the mam task. If the blow was not delivered, 
it was only because he referred to the ' heritage' 
left by the retreat of the Southern troops in 
the summer, i.e., the spontaneously-created 
grouping of troops on the south-eastern front, 
[he re-arrangement of which (grouping) would 
result in much loss of time, to the advantage 
of Denikin . . . But now the circumstances and 
the resulting grouping of forces have changed 
fundamentally ; the 8th Army (the main force 
on the late southern front) has moved towards 
the Southern front and faces the Donetz basin ; 
the cavalry corps of Budenny (the other main 
force) has moved to the Southern front, and 
a new force has been added, the Lettish division, 
which in a month's time, refreshed, will again 
be a menace to Denikin's forces . . . What then 
makes the Commander in Chief (Headquarters) I 
cling to the old plan ? Apparently obstinacy I 
alone, or if you like, factionalism of the most t 
stupid and most dangerous kind to the Republic 
cultivated in the Commander-in-Chief by his 
( strategic adviser ' . . . A few days ago Shorin 
was ordered by the Commander-in-Chief to make 
an attack on Novorossisk across the Don 
steppes, along a line which might be convenient 
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for flight by our airmen, but is quite impossil'l 
for our infantry and artillery to wander ovei 
There is no need to prove that this hare-braiju 
(proposed) advance into the midst of a popul 
tion hostile to us, with absolutely no road 
threatens us with utter defeat. It can be easil 
understood that this advance on the Cossai 
villages, as was shown in practice recently, i 
only rally the Cossacks against us to the side i 
Denikin, in the defence of their villages; eg 
only put Denikin in the position of Saviour 
the Don ; can only result in the* creation o 
army of Cossacks for Denikin; in other wonl 
can only strengthen Denikin's position. It I 
just for this reason that it is essential no^ 
without delay, to change the old plan which hi 
already been changed in practice, and to i 
place it by a plan for a main blow through 
Kharkov — the Donetz to Rostov; here, first I 
we shall be among a sympathetic, and not . 
hostile population, which will simplify om 
movements ; secondly, we gain thereby a molt 
important railway system (Donetz), and thi 
main artery feeding Denikin' s army, the Vomn 
zh-Rostov line. Thirdly, by such a movement, 
e cut Denikin's army in two, leaving thfl 
olunteers to be eaten up by Makhno, whili 
we threaten the Cossack armies, with an attai I 
from the rear. Fourthly, we get a chance ol 



creating trouble between the Cossacks and 
Denikin, since the latter, should our advance 
be successful, will try to move the Cossack units 
to the west, which the majority of Cossacks 
will refuse to do . . . Fifthly, we get coal, and 
Denikin remains without coal. There must be 
no delay in adopting this plan ... In short : 
the old plan, which is already no longer being 
acted upon, must not be galvanised into life 
under any circumstances ; it is a danger to the 
Republic, and will certainly ease Denikin's 
position. The new plan must take its place. 
Circumstances and conditions here are not only 
ready for this, but urgently demand a change . . . 
Without this my work on the Southern front is 
simply futile, criminal, useless ; which gives 
me the right, or rather forces me to go any- 
where, to the devil even, rather than remain 
on the Southern front. — Yours, Stalin. 35 
This document requires no comment. The 
measure by which Stalin estimates the shortest 
route to attain the goal deserves particular 
attention. In the Civil War simple arithmetic 
is not enough, and often is incorrect. The road 
rom Tsaritsyn to Novorossisk may turn out to 
he much longer because it goes through an environ- 
ment of class enemies. On the other hand, the 
mad from Tula to Novorossisk may prove much 
shorter, because it goes through working-class 
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Kharkov and through the miners of the Donu 
Basin. In Stalin's estimation of the corrc< 
direction can be seen his main qualities as a proli 
tarian revolutionary, a real strategist of t 
Civil War. 

Stalin's plan was accepted by the Central 
Committee. Lenin himself, with his own ham I 
wrote the order to the Field Headquarters for thi 
immediate withdrawal of the obsolete instruction 
The chief blow was directed by the South* i 
front in the direction of Kharkov-Donetz Basin 
Rostov. The results are well known : the turns n 
point in the Civil War w r as passed. JDenik^B 
hordes. were rushed into the Black Sea. Ukraiin 
and North Caucasus were freed from the WHiti 
Guards. In all these events we find the magnifi-cein 
services of Comrade Stalin. 

It is worth while to dw T ell also on one important 
historical moment connected with the name oi 
Comrade Stalin on the Southern Front. I ha\ 
in mind the formation of the Cavalry Army. Thi 
was the first attempt to bring together cava] p. 
units into such a large unit as an Army, Stalin 
saw the might of a cavalry mass in the Civil Wai 
He concretely understood its great significant 
as far as a crushing manoeuvre. But nobody had 
in the past had the peculiar experience of fl 
cavalry army in operation. Nowhere was such 
an experience to be found in modern scientific 
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orks either. Consequently such an idea called 

|rth either astonishment or direct antagonism. 

Urn; this was not Stalin : once convinced of the 

lefulness and correctness of his plan, he always 

unged into the work of accomplishing it. So on 

wember nth, the Revolutionary Military 

tuncil of the Republic received the following 

port from the Revolutionary Military Council 

the Southern front : — 

" To the Revolutionary Military Council of 
the Republic. 

" The Revolutionary Military Council of the 
Southern front, at its meeting on November nth, 
on the basis of existing conditions, has decided 
to form a Cavalry Army of the 1st and 2nd 
Cavalry Corps and one Rifle Brigade (later on 
to add a second brigade). 

" The composition of the Revolutionary 
Military Council of the Cavalry Army to be : 
Commander — Comrade Budenny ; and mem- 
bers — Comrades Voroshilov and Schadenko. 

" Authority : Decision of Revolutionary 
Military Council of the Southern front, November 
Ilth, 1919. No. 505/a. 

" We request your confirmation." 

The Cavalry Army was created, despite the 

lishes of the Centre. The initiative for its creation 

rlongs to Comrade Stalin, who quite clearly saw 

II the necessity for such an organisation. The 
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historic consequences of this step are well know Comrade Stalin conformed, although because of 
to everyone. jr n health he considered he should not have been 

And one more characteristic was shown dfHmoved. Then he began to get anxious, feeling that 
lutely clearly on the Southern front — Stalin's W|l[liis constant shifting from one place to another 
of working with " shock troops/ 5 his way of chooi mid be incorrectly interpreted by the local party 
ing the main direction for the army to take, cdH'ij^anisations, who would be inclined to " accuse 
centrating the best sections of the army, all ■ of frivolously jumping from one sphere of army 
crushing the enemy. In this respect, and also in tl»i (ivity to another, in view of the fact that they 
selection of the direction for the army to takw"' not informed of the decisions of the Central 
Stalin achieved great skill. iTnnmittee."* 

After the rout of Denikin, the authority of Stall .- 'The Central Committee agreed with Comrade 
as a first class organiser and miliary leader becami mlin, and Lenin on February loth telegraphed 
indisputable. When in January, 1920, as a result nn : " I have not yet lost hope that . . . every- 



of serious mistakes on the part of our command I 
the front, our off ensive was seriously held up new 



,ing will come right without your transferring." 
When Wrangel, under cover of the White Polish 



Derated Donetz, and the whole of the south, the 
,C. passed the following resolution (August 3rd, 



Rostov, when again the danger was imminent <| unpaign, crawled out of the Crimea and con- 
the White Guards, recovering from the blow, ii Luted a new terrible menace to the recently 
reducing our successes to nil, the Central Commit tr* 
sent Stalin the following telegram : — 

" In view of the necessity of instituting u)2o) :— 

genuine unity among the commanders on tin 

Caucasus front, of supporting the authority 0! 

the front commanders and the army commandn, 

of utilising as widely as possible local forces awl 



" That, in view of WrangePs successes and the 
alarm in Kuban, the Wrangel front be con- 
sidered as of vast dependent importance, 
and be treated as an independent front. That 



resources, the Political Bureau of the Centriil Comrade Stalin be instructed to organise a 



Committee has resolved that it is absolu 
necessary that you enter the Revolutionary 
Military Council of the Caucasus Front. . . 
Inform us when you leave for Rostov." 
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Revolutionary Military Council, and to concen- 
trate his entire forces on the Wrangel front, 
Egorov or Frunze to be appointed Commander 
* Stalin's telegram of February 7th, 1920. 
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of the Wrangel front, by agreement between t 

Commander-in-Chief and Stalin," 

The same day Lenin wrote to Stalin :■ — 
" The Political Bureau has just finis 

dividing up the fronts, so that you are engaj 

exclusively with Wrangel." 

Comrade Stalin organised the new front, 
relinquished his work only on account of sickness, 

During the White Polish campaign, Comiv 
Stalin was a member of the Revolutionary Militar 
Council of the South- West front. The rout of til- 
Polish army, the liberation of Kiev and Wr> 
Ukraine, the deep penetration into Galicia, ll> 
organisation of the famous raid of the Fi i > 
Cavalry Army — Stalin's infant — to a large deg] 
were the results of his competent, skilful leadersliij 

The rout of the entire Polish front in the Ukraifl 
and the almost complete annihilation of the 3 hi 
Polish Army near Kiev, the crushing blows nofli 
Berdichev and Zhitomir and the movement of lli> 
1st Cavalry Army in the direction of Rovno, creator 
circumstances favourable to a general attack aloni 
the whole of our Western front. The subsequent 
activities of the South- Western front brought 1 1 
Red troops up to the gates of Lvov* And only tilt 
defeat of our troops near Warsaw prevented th» 
Cavalry Army from carrying out the attack planned 
upon Lvov, from which it was only 10 kilometri 
distant. 
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However, this period is so rich in events, and to 
relate it all would require such a careful analysis 
Of the documents concerned, that it w T ould lead us 
kyond the limits of our article. 

This short account of the military activities of 
Comrade Stalin does not give even a complete idea 
f his fundamental characteristic qualities as a 
military leader and proletarian revolutionary. 
What is most apparent is Comrade Stalin's capacity 
bf quickly grasping the concrete circumstances and 1/^ 
icting in accordance with them. The most relent- 
less enemy of mental slovenliness, indiscipline and 
individualism in warfare, Comrade Stalin, where 
t lie interests of the revolution so demanded, never 
esitated to take upon himself the responsibility 
br exceptional measures, for radical changes ; 
where the revolutionary situation so demanded, 
Comrade Stalin was ready to go against any 
regulations, any principal of subordination. 

Comrade Stalin was always an advocate of the 
most strict military discipline and centralisation in 
ronditions, however, of thoughtful, and steady 
ilirection on the part of the superior military 
pgaris. In the report given above to the Council 
of Defence on January 31st, 1919, Comrade Stalin 
mgether with Comrade Dzerzhinsky wrote : — - 

u The army cannot work as an air-tight, 
I entirely autonomous unit; in its actions it is 

entirely dependent upon adjacent armies and 
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primarily upon the instructions of the Revolu 
tionary Military Council of the Republic : thr 
best fighting army, other things being equ;il 
would run the risk of crumpling up in the even 
of wrong instructions from the centre and thi 
absence of any live contract with the adjai 
armies. A regime of strictly centralised action 
on the part of individual armies must be in 
stituted on all fronts, and primarily on I h 
eastern front, for the carrying out of definit< 
seriously thought out, strategic instructio 1 1 
Arbitrary action and thoughtlessness in 1 1 1 
defining of instructions, without a careful 
consideration of all data, and the rapid change in 
instructions necessitated thereby, and also thr 
indeiiniteness of instructions themselves, as thr 



nrned to guarantee supplies to the troops and thus 
make them stronger and steadier. 

In Comrade Stalin we find the most typical 

features of the proletarian organiser of the class 

Iront. He paid special attention to the class com- 

osition jqLjJIP army, to ensure that workers and 

nch peasants indeed remained in it, " as do not 

,'xploit the labour of others." He attributed great 

importance to the development of political work 

in the army, and was more than once the initiator 

I the mobilisation of Communists, considering it 

isential that a considerable percentage of them be 

hmt as rank-and-file fighters. Comrade Stalin was 

very particular about the selection of military 

ommissars. He strongly criticised the then 

listing All- Russian Bureau of Military Corn- 



Revolutionary Military Council of the Republii ,lissars for sending " mere boys." He said 



often lets pass — all this makes it impossible tO 

lead the armies, causes waste of time and energy, 

and disorganises the front." 

J Comrade Stalin always insisted on personal 

.^responsibility for work undertaken, and wan 

physically incapable of tolerating " department. ii 

^"■xg red tape." 

Comrade Stalin paid great attention to tho 
organisation of supplies to the troops. He knew 



Military Commissars should be the soul of 
military action, giving a lead to the experts."* 
Comrade Stalin also attributed great importance 

I the political condition of the army rear. In his 

icport on the 3rd Army he writes : — 

" The weak spot in our armies is the insta- 
bility of the rear, chiefly due to neglect of Party 
work, incapacity of the Soviet departments to 
put into operation the instructions of the centre, 
and the exclusive, almost isolated, position of the 



and understood the meaning of good food and warm 
clothes forjthc -soldiers. At Tsaritsyn and Perm, local extraordinary commissions." 
and on the Southern front, he left no stone un * Telegram from Tsaritsyn, 1918 
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work. 



Comrade Stalin was extremely strict on tli ltr e of energy, will-power and brain-power from 
question of the selection of personnel. Regardlcr i omrade Stalin. He gave himself entirely and 
f position, and genuinely being " no respectero' mdividedly. But at the same time he gained 
persons/' he swept away in the roughest way al in the Civil War great experience for his later 
useless experts, commissars, Party and Sovir 
workers. But at the same time, Stalin, more thin 
anyone, always supported and defended those wh< 
in his opinion, justified the revolutionary COR 
fidence in them. Comrade Stalin acted in this w») 
with well-known Red Army commanders who wer» 
known to him personally. When one of the tru» 
proletarian heroes of the Civil War, afterwanl 
Commander of the 14th Cavalry Division, Comrad' 
Parhomenko, killed in the struggle against tl> 
Makhno bandits, was at the beginning of 1 



In the Civil War, in varying, complicated cir- 
umstances, Comrade Stalin, with an enormous 
ulent for revolutionary strategy, always correctly 
stimated the chief directions to be taken for the 
Bain blow at the enemy ; and, skilfully using the 
actical method appropriate to the circumstances, 
ihtained the desired results. This quality of pro- 
rtarian strategist and tactician have remained 
vith him since the Civil War. This quality of his 
ft well known to the whole Party. Trotsky and his 
sentenced through a misunderstanding to capita , lends could best relate about this, who have paid 



punishment, Comrade Stalin, hearing of it, demand 
ed his immediate, unconditional release. Simib 
cases could be given in numbers. Comrade Stalir 
better than any of the other big leaders, knew hov 
to appreciate deeply workers who had devotCi 1 
their lives to the proletarian revolution ; and tk» 
commanders knew this, as everyone else knew |i 
who at any time under his leadership had carried 
on the struggle for our cause. 

This was Comrade Stalin in the Civil War. 



lull sore for the attempt to substitute their petty- 
bourgeois idealogy for the great teachings of Marx 
ind Lenin. The Right opportunists, who only 
Quite recently suffered complete defeat, also know 
ihis only too well. 

Comrade Stalin in peace time also, together with 
ihe Leninist Central Committee of the Party, is 
conducting a no less successful and relentless 
iiruggle against all the voluntary and involutary 
memies of the Party and of the building of 



is still the same, and will remain the same in tlv socialism in our country. 

years of struggle for Socialism to come. JS u t at the same time, while long ago he ceased 

The Civil War demanded an enormous expendt ormally to be a military man, Comrade Stalin 
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has never ceased to occupy himself most seriousli 
with questions of the defence of the proletarim 
state. Now, as in past years, he knows the Bid 
Army and is its nearest and dearest friend. 



THE "DIEHARD" BOLSHEVIK 

by S* Ordzhonikidze. 
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p O-DAY the whole world is writing about Com- 

1 rade Stalin. Not a little will be written in the 

ture. It could not be otherwise. Of course they 

^ill write, and write in various ways, about a person 

(ho has lived for 50 years, has spent over 30 of 

ihem in the revolutionary whirlpool, and stands 

low at the head of the Communist movement of 

be whole world : his enemies will write with 

itred, his friends with affection. Yet, neverthe- 

tss, it is hardly possible for anyone to give an 

ixhaugtiaa&^character-sketch of Comrade Stalin as 

1 proletarian revolutionary— politician, organiser 

lad comrade, 

I want, personally, to say only a few words about 

•mrade Stalin, the Bolshevik. Comrade Stalin 

!gan his revolutionary activities in Georgia. 

from the first days of the struggle between Men- 

teviks and Bolsheviks, Comrade Stalin unreser- 

tdly took the side of Lenin, and already, by the 

iginning of 1905, had become the recognised 

)lshevik leader, first in Georgia and in later years 
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throughout the whole of Trans-Caucasia. Stalin 
was then already for the Mensheviks, the m<> 
hated of all the Caucasian Bolsheviks. In petty 
bourgeois peasant Georgia, the Mensheviks had 
won a victory over us. Georgia became thl 
citadel of Menshevism. The Trans-Caucasia 1 1 
Bolsheviks made proletarian Baku the centre oi 
their activities ; and here in 1907, returning fr 
the London Congress, Comrade Stalin took thi 
leadership of the Bolsheviks and began a violent 
struggle with the Mensheviks. Two months lati 
the huge majority of the Baku organisations w< 
on our side. The Mensheviks, unwilling to subnm 
to the will of the majority, split and themselv 
began to raise a hue and cry about the split made 1 1 
Comrade Stalin in the Baku organisation. Stalin 
was very little embarrassed by the split with th< 
Mensheviks. The Bolsheviks continued their or- 
ganisation of the Baku proletariat. 

In the autumn of 1907, the Baku proletariat 
began a struggle against the collective agreemi n 
and the conference with the oil magnates. Thi 
Baku organisation was faced with two alternative 
to take part or to boycott the conference. On- 
section of the Bolsheviks was prepared to en 
the conference unconditionally. The other secti< 1 1 1 
headed by Stalin, were prepared to go to the con 
ference only on condition that the oil-magnatel 
recognise the negotiating side to be not the workeri 
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■I separate factories and wells, but the trade unions 
liemselves ; that freedom to elect delegates from 
mong the workers be granted, and also their 
11 munity and the freedom of the press. The view- 
<ant of Stalin won a majority among the Bol- 
|ikeviks, and at the end of 1907 we launched a 
nagnificent campaign to work out instructions, and 
lect delegates. For about ten days or a fortnight 
lie workers' parliament sat in Baku without 
lindrance ; this during the period of darkest reac- 
tion in Russia. Finally the reaction reached Baku, 
iiid Comrade Stalin was put away in the Bailovsky 
I'lison (Baku). At the same time a split took 
I >lace among the Bolsheviks abroad—between 
llcnin and Bogdanov (the future " Vperiod " 
Toup). The Baku Bolsheviks, headed by Comrade 
'talin, without the slightest hesitation took their 
land on the side of Lenin. 

Stalin was, and will remain, a true disciple of 
Lenin. There has been no instance when he has 
lisagreed with Lenin. Lenin knew with whom he 
iad to deal. He highly esteemed and trusted 
Stalin. When, at the beginning of 1912, a new 
upward wave was making itself felt in the Labour 
novement, and Lenin finally broke organisation- 
illy with the Mensheviks. (Prague, 1912), and begun 
build an independent Bolshevik party, Stalin, 
vho was then in exile, was elected at the Prague 
Conference to the Central Committee, and put at 
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the head of the Russian Bureau of the Centi. 
Committee. 

Now when all the Trotskists write and talk about 
the role of Comrade Stalin in the history of our 
Party and the Russian revolutionary movement, 
they forget one little thing — that in the years oj 
darkest reaction, when the Bolshevik organisation 
was being created and built up in Russia, the 
columns which stormed the stronghold of capitalism 
during the October days. Comrade Stalin was thr 
disciple of Lenin, everlastingly giving the whole oj 
his energy, all his organisational talent to thr 
creation of the Bolshevik organisation in Russia 
while Mr. Trotsky and Co. at that time v, 
waging a violent struggle against Lenin and hU 
Party. Faith in the ideas of Lenin had to be 
boundless to remain loyal to the great teacher in 
the years of ideological confusion and organisa- 
tional collapse. So unfalteringly loyal was Comratl. 
Stalin. 

The characteristic features of Comrade Stalin 
are, and have remained, his faith in Leninism, his 
iron will to convert Leninism into living action, and 
his enormous organisational talent. Comrade 
Stalin has been seen in his full height since the 
death of Vladimir Ilyich. The Party's -fight 
against Trotskism and the Right Wingers was con- 
ducted under his direct leadership. The victory 
of the Trotskists and the Rights spelt the downfall 
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pf the Soviet Government. Our Party, led by 
Comrade Stalin, defended the Leninist position 
jgainst the attacks of the petty-bourgeois ideolo- 
gists, Trotsky and the Rights, and set the Soviet 
Union upon the broad road of Socialist construc- 
lion, organising the whole Party into an iron unity 
■round the Leninist Central Committee. The rout 
if the Trotskists and Rights was a further victory 
or the November Revolution, of its inspirer and 
irganiser, Vladimir Ilyich Lenin. It was the 
Party and its Central Committee, under the leader- 
liip of Lenin's disciple, Stalin, who won this 
victory. 

j Let the enemies of world Communism utter his 
lame with hatred. We with all sincerity shall 
vish Comrade Stalin good health and even greater 
uccesses in the building of Socialism in the 
J.S.S.R., and on the road to the final victory of the 
vorld proletarian revolution, under the banner of 
!,eninism. 
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VI 
LEAVES FROM MY REMINISCENCE! 

by A. Yenukidze, 

HpO-DAY Stalin is 50 years old. How quicklj 

-*• time flies ; I see quite clearly before me you 
Soso Djugashvili at Tiflis, where I had my first 
business interview with him. And this was 2<j 
years ago; At that time Vladimir Ketskhovth 
was arranging a small illegal printing press at Baku . 
He wanted two reliable compositors and type foi 
them to set. The existing Tiflis Committee of tin 
Russian Social Democratic Labour Party wai 
prepared to give all this, on condition that all 
publications and the whole work of the Baku 
printing press, which had not yet begun to function, 
were subjected to the control of the Tiflis Com 
mittee. Ketskhoveli, as a matter of fact, had 
nothing against this, but he had no desire to 
accept such conditions formally. Ketskhoveli sen I 
me for the second time to Tiflis for the type ami 
compositors. " Try and find Soso Djugashvili, 
he's a good chap, tell him everything and he'll 
help." After a short conversation with. Soso I 
obtained everything, and left that evening for 



liaku. Stalin then, as now, was not noted for 
verbosity. Brevity, clarity, exactitude from his 
<arly years were his distinctive qualities. When 
itill a theological student, Stalin studied books on 
ilie natural sciences, sociology and the labour 
movement ; but he did it all secretly, in strict 
onspiracy. But despite all his precautions, this 
did not pass unnoticed by the monks in charge and 
ilie inspectors, and Djugashvili was thrown out of 
1 1 lie college. . 

Stalin, the son of a proletarian cobbler, under\ 
-tood himself that a theological college was no place 
|or him, and no sooner was he thrown out, than he \ 
mrned once and for all to the workers. 
1 Stalin commenced his underground revolutionary 
vork in the circles of the Tifiis railwayman, then 
vorked in tobacco factories, leather factories and 
nmong the handicraft workers. The natural, 
■imple way he had of behaving towards, and 
peaking with, people, his absolute carelessness of 
ills own private comfort, his inner steadiness and 
rntire lack of vanity, the fact that already then he 
vas politically educated, made this young revolu- 
:ionary an authority among the Tiflis workers, who 
ooked upon him as one of themselves. " Our 
ioso " was how the workers referred to him. It is 
ivell known that the most difficult task for intelleo 
iuals among the workers has always been " to find 

tongue in which to speak with the workers." In 
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this respect Stalin was (and is to this day) an un 
usual exception. He always knew how to explain 
Ao the workers the most complicated things and 
happenings, in a wonderfully clear, simple and 
I convincing manner. He was just as good at 
" finding a tongue " in which to speak with thl 
peasants, with whom, in the conditions existinj: 
then in the revolutionary work in Georgia, he 
constantly came into touch. Up to 1903, Stalin 
constantly worked in Tiflis, Batum, Kutais and 
Chiatury. Wherever he worked he managed to 
create strong cadres of workers. Training thl 
circles, Stalin, besides the necessary knowledge, 
primarily prepared the workers for conspirativc 
work, organisational activities, enrolling the besl 
workers, arranging for communications. He nevn 
jumped from one thing to another, and all hi: 
actions, meetings, friendships, were directed to w 
definite end, which at that time was to lay a firm 
foundation for illegal Party organisations in all the 
districts where he worked. Stalin never soughl 
personal popularity ; he limited the circle of hi« 
stubborn activities exclusively to the workers and 
his comrades in illegal work. The advanced 
workers knew him well, and highly valued hi:. 
qualities of organiser and revolutionary. In 1903 
Stalin was exiled to East Siberia, whence hi 
returned to Tiflis at the end of 1904, and threw 
himself head first into his natural environment — 



conspirative work. This was after the Second 
Congress of the Party, when two streams were 
dearly to be seen in the Party — the Bolsheviks and 
1 he Mensheviks. Stalin, even before the Second 
Congress, was an H Iskovetz " a supporter of the 
old Leninist " Iskra " and after the split he deter- 
minedly, once and for all, took his stand on the 
side of Lenin, on the side of the Bolsheviks. From 
the first days of the struggle between Bolsheviks 
and Mensheviks in the Caucasus, Stalin became the 
invariable leader and guide of the Bolsheviks. 
Upon his shoulders he literally took the whole 
(struggle with the Mensheviks in the Caucasus, 
beginning in 1904 and ending in 1908, This period 
i)f Stalin's work is little known in the history of our 
Party, though a study of this period of his work 
I would give the necessary material for a correct 
jestimation of the Stalin whom the proletariat, all 
over our country and the whole world now know. 
Stalin waged a constant ideological and organisa- 
tional struggle against the Mensheviks in all 
organs of the Bolshevik press ; he was the leader 
kf all Bolshevik organisations and always, every- 
where, spoke at the most important meetings. 
Determinedly, without wavering, he courageously 
.defended Bolshevism, and unmasked the petty- 
bourgeois essence and the half-heartedness of the 
Mensheviks, This struggle was not a light one. It 
is well known that the Mensheviks in the Caucasus, 
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and particularly in Georgia, were numerous an 
very powerful. 

The Bolshevik newspapers at that time in Tifli' 
chiefly counted upon the support of Stalin 
Besides numerous revolutionary articles on qm 
tions of historical materialism, the labour mo\ 
ment and the trade unions, Stalin wrote a gr< 
deal on the national question. On this question 
in particular, he is undoubtedly after Lenin th 
most competent theoretician in our Party. In p 
word, Stalin was the ideological and practical lea< ti 
of our organisations in Trans-Caucasia. In ordo 
to cope with this enormous task, he had to w< 
incessantly, to throw himself entirely into thi 
work, and gain more knowledge. Stalin indenl 
gave himself to the work. No other life, but 
revolutionary work, existed for Stalin. All hi 
time he spent in a little room, overflowing wit] 
books and newspapers, or in the similarly " extcn 
sive " editorial office of the Bolshevik newspap« u 
except when he was attending meetings or occupiol 
in the nuclei. During the peasant movement of 
Western Georgia in 1905-6, Stalin played 
enormous part in the explanation of the essence ol 
the workers' and peasants 5 revolution. Th 
Georgian peasantry up to this day remember hi 
speeches 24 years ago. 

At the end of 1907, after the Fifth (London) 
Congress of the Party, Stalin came to work in 



Baku. In this proletarian centre his energy was 
even more developed, and under his leadership 
Bolshevism finally gained the mastery among the 
workers of the oil fields. 

The years of reaction came, with the rout of our 
organisations. Stalin toured the large working- 
dass centres of Russia, collected together the 
remnants of our organisations ; he did not emi- 
grate, but remained constantly in touch with Lenin. 
During this period he was several times exiled to 
distant places in the North, whence at the first 
opportunity he returned to work. By his very 
mature and methods of organisation, Stalin more 
than any other of the old Bolsheviks was suited to 
,\vork in the capacity of " professional revolu- 
tionary/' 

On December 31st, 1913, Stalin was arrested for 
the last time by the Tsarist Government in St. 
(Petersburg, and exiled to Turukhansk. After the 
February revolution he returned to Petrograd, and 
from that time onwards, without a break, worked 
fes one of the chief leaders and builders of our Party 
and our Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

Stalin, together with the leading group of the 
Party, headed by Lenin, carried through the pre- 
Nfovember preparational work for the revolution ; 
he was one of the first organisers and leaders of the 
November Revolution and its victories ; he was 
me of the most prominent workers and leaders on 
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all fronts of the Civil War ; lie is one of the cL 
builders of the Soviet State and the direct lead' i 
in the formation of the national Soviet Republic 
Stalin was always with Lenin, never lagging behind 
him, never betraying him. After Lenin's deal I- 
Stalin proved to the whole Party his loyalty i 
Lenin and Leninism. Stalin, together with il> 
Party and its Central Committee, maintained th< 
unity and militant firmness of the Bolshevik Pan 
The Party overthrew Trotskism and the oppo i 
tion ; it declared a determined war against thi 
Right deviation and opportunism within its ran' 
and here, too, it has been plainly victorious. Ii I 
difficult to write about Stalin. He is one of I 
builders and leaders of our Party. Stalin is intei 
woven with the whole thirty years' history of tin 
teninist Party. He is a true Bolshevik, a t] 
Leninist. Working for many years yet, and 
together with our Leninist Central Committ" 
leading our Party and our country ever forward i> 
Socialism, Stalin will remain the same to the < 
of his life. 
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